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HITLER: WHAT IS 
BEHIND IT ALL? 


LONDON, FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 1939. 2d. 


Rival Imperialisms Still 


The Root of 


TEP by step Hitler is extending the area of German domination. 
Austria was the first independent State to be taken within the 


the Trouble 


boundaries of the Reich; then followed the Sudetenland, to be 
followed this month by a large part of Czecho-Slovakia itself. 

The swift stroke in Memel has now shifted the centre of interest 
to the Baltic countries, and Poland feels she may be the next 
recipient of an ultimatum from Berlin. 

What is driving Hitler along this path of territorial acquisition ? 
Why are the other Powers doing little more than talk while he makes 


one conquest after another ? 


Is there any way to prevent this crushing of the independence 
of States in Germany’s path, short of throwing away millions of 
lives in another futile world war ? 

These questions are on everybody’s lips; they are answered in 
the following article by a Sponsor of the Peace Pledge Union who 
has made a long study of the problems which underlie the startling 


events on the Continent. 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


THE struggle for imperial power has 

taken another step forward. The 
method changes, but the*evil is the same. 
The new style of conquest affects our 
imaginations because it is so blatant, but 
close examination reveals nothing more 
inhuman than has characterized the 
methods of imperialism from time 
immemorial. 


The technique by which Hitler is seeking 
to dominate Central and South-Eastern 
Europe is not only unique;.its audacity is 
startling, whilst its calculated daring baffles 
and confounds Germany’s rivals. 


Hitler has keyed up his war machine to 
the highest point of efficiency, having chal- 
lenged the “civilized” world with a 
destructive power which has left Germany’s 
rivals gasping. This dangerous situation 
has caused every other Power to follow his 
example. The result is that all the Powers, 
big and little, are draining their resources 
and their finances to the point of exhaustion 
and bankruptcy, and wearing their nerves 
to a degree which renders them liable to 
hysteria and moral collapse. ’ 


Policies of Fear 

The net effect of this process is the crea- 
tion of a series of war machines whose 
killing and destructive power no brain can 
assess or imagination describe. But so great 
and terrible is that power that responsible 
statesmen tremble at the thought of its 
being released: they realize in their very 
bones that the beyond of the calamity is 
too ghastly and hopeless to contemplate. 
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Hence fear is playing a more active part 
in politics today than ever in the past. 


In the past, capitalist statesmen have felt 
pretty certain that the grip of reaction 
would be strengthened by war, and that the 
capitalist system would be more firmly 
entrenched in consequence. But that cer- 
tainty exists no longer. 

The statesmen of the capitalist democra- 
cies dare not even contemplate a defeat of 
the fascist Powers, rivals though they be on 
the imperialist front, lest revolution and 
communism should follow. In that situa- 
tion we have a further reason for the com- 
placency of Chamberlain and Daladier to- 
ward the aggression of the fascist Powers, 
notwithstanding its menace to British and 
French trade and imperialist interests. 


Hitler’s Future Moves 


Now Hiuer is keenly conscious of both 
these factors—the widespread fear of the 
consequence of a large-scale war, un- 
imaginable destructiveness on the one 
hand, the spread of revolution and commu- 
nism on the other—and is prepared to make 
the most of them. He knows he can goa 
considerable way without the risk of war. 
But how far? 


That particular calculation will deter- 
mine his future policy, the aim of which is 
the creation of a great and powerful Ger- 
man Empire in middle Europe. So far his 
calculations have been pretty accurate and 
his instincts sure, notwithstanding the 
magnitude of his conquests. 


At the same time, each new conquest stirs 
more deeply the forces of anger and revolt 
within the democratic countries. The 
possibility of war has thus to be envisaged. 


The recent convulsion caused by the Ger- 
man “annexation” of new stretches of 
Czecho-Slovakia has shaken Europe from 
end to end and produced a state of con- 
sternation throughout the world. Already 
one of its effects has been the usual one of 
causing a strengthening of the armaments 
of all the Powers. But on this occasion a 
new element appears, viz., a movement to 
weld into a stupendously powerful military 
alliance a vast array of States, small and 
large, most of which have hitherto, for 
various reasons, resisted that tendency. 

(continued on back page) 
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The Drive to 
the East... 


Hitler’s troops enter Czech territory at 
Brunn. German Imperialism, baulked in 
Africa, seeks an outlet in Europe. The 
“ Drang Nach Osten,” British fear of which 
was one of the causes of the Great War, 
is on again. Twenty years after, Europe 
is confronted with almost precisely the 
same problems as beset her in 1914. Would 
another war be any more successful in 
solving them? 


ee 
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Pacifists and. the Crisis 


By the Editor 


THE alternatives presented to this country have become plainer: an alliance against 

German expansion composed of her rival imperialists (among whom Mussolini 
has always really been, even at times of the most passionate attachment to the “ Axis”) 
——which would exclude the Soviets; or an alliance against German expansion composed 
of all and any who are opposed to fascism or could be made to look tolerably like 
opponents of fascism or who are the direct victims of German expansion—which would 
exclude Mussolini. 

The alternatives have become plainer in this country with the small Tory 
“revolt” against Mr. Chamberlain’s pursuance of the former, and in France with 
M. Daladier’s somewhat similar gesture of “ revolt” in hesitating over the negotiations 
with Italy which are an essential part of the Chamberlain policy. No need here to go 
into all the anti-fascists’ highly questionable claims to be defenders of the faith called 
democracy. Suffice it to say that it is a choice of evils between which there is scarcely 
anything to choose at all. 

The only possible difference is that the latter means almost certain war soon, 
while the former will probably at least postpone war but, to the extent of the opposition 
to it, extend fascism in the so-called democratic countries. Yet many democrats (in 
the Labour and peace'movements and elsewhere) will bé sorely tempted to choose 
the anti-fascist alternative, believing it to be at worst the lesser evil. 

The pacifists answer is still 
That war has lost and will lose nothing 


of the evil character which has prompted Refused to Join 


pacifists to pledge themselves to have no R P 66 N d 99 
e 
A. oEee acke 


part or lot in it; 
That the extension of fascism is at least 
as bad as the expansion of Germany; ANOTHER case of dismissal of an em- 
That if people will not be coerced into ployee for refusal to participate in his 
partaking in war, neither can any firm’s ARP scheme has been reported to 
extension of fascism compel them to dis-| P2ace News. ’ 
obey their consciences in any other|. The employee, Mr. A. E. Bayntun, is 
matter; and leader of the Edmonton group of the 
That since their real concern is for peace|’eace Pledge Union. His appeal to the 
rather than for ever to be on the|@'rectors of his firm (Messrs. Reeves, 
defensive against alternative evils, all artists colourmen, of Dalston, London) 
men and women of good will must still ee Ret led, We case nae poe eae 
: . . the National Council for Civil Liberties 
proclaim the way of real international y é P 
(as well as national) cooperation for the a get a Regine haf ee com 
common good in the economic and other Sama a els: 


ti in the House of Commons. 
fields as the only way to peace and the ‘When Messrs. Reeves had dug trenches 
way to which men must turn Sooner or a 


ten at their Bush Hill Park branch, where Mr. 


Bayntun was employed as a woodworker, 
Humphrey S&S. Moore (continued on page 7) 
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CIVIL DEFENCE BILL’S WIDE 


POWERS FOR 


AUTHORITIES 


By John W. Cowling 


gift for understatement. That gift is 

certainly possessed in good measure 
by English officialdom. Thus we have 
“emergency” for war, “defence forces” 
for bombers and the like, and a host of 
other euphemisms. 

It.is as well, therefore, to look closely at 
a Bill, introduced in the House of Com- 
mons last week, with the title of Civil De- 
fence Bill. The first thing that strikes any- 
one who glances through its provisions is 
that it gives unprecedented powers to the 
central and local authorities and that those 
powers can be used in peace-time. 

It 1s, in fact, a foretaste of what we may 
expect in the way of loss of freedom if 
this nation should enter another war to 
“defend freedom.” 


Te English are often credited with a 


Position of Workers 


‘THE Bill obliges employers to provide 

protection against air raids for their 
workpeople. If air raids were as unavoid- 
able as rain, for instance, there would be 
much to bo said in favour of this. (Indeed, 
as I point out below, the principle is one 
which could well be applied to other 
cases.) 

But this view of the inevitability of air 
raids is not shared by everyone. Some 
employees, at any rate, believe that pre- 
paration for air raids helps to make them 
more likely, especlally when that prepara- 
tion includes the building of still more 
bombers. 

Anyone who holds such beliefs, and con- 
scientiously objects to taking part in pre- 
paration for air raids, is very likely to find 
himself in an awkward position; for, under 
this Bill, employers of more than fifty 
people must see that their workers know 
what to do in the event of an air raid. In 
addition, they must train a proportion of 
them in fire-fighting, first aid, and anti-gas 
measures. 

If this scheme is to work it will virtually 
oblige employers to make training and 
drill compulsory for their employees. 


army of officials of various kinds.) 

There are wide powers for the taking 
over of premises, vehicles, &c., for use in 
the evacuation of the civil population; for 
the emergency organization of hospitals; 
and so on. 


Real Purpose 


ALTOGETHER, then, the proposals 

™ justify the term “drastic” applied to 
them by The Times. They will bring com- 
pulsion into the daily life of millions of 
people. If those people are thereby brought 
to realize that these are only some of the 
ways in which they will gradually lose 
their freedom, the Bill may be a blessing 
in disguise. 
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Its real purpose is the prevention of 
panic—the admitted purpose of all air 
raid precautions. It will be argued, of 
course, that the provision of shelters for 
employees, for instance, is to safeguard 
them against a possible risk. If, however, 
government grants to employers are to be 
justified on this ground, we may well ask 
that something be done to meet the certain 
risk run by many workers. 

Only the other day it was argued in 
Parliament that expense stood in the way 
of reducing working hours in mines—one 
way of reducing the risk run by each 
miner, Why not a Government grant for 
mine-owners who will reduce workers’ 
hours, with further grants to speed up the 
adoption of improved safety measures? 

But it is clear why the principle is not 
extended: miners and others will do their 
jobs under present conditions. The morale 
of the civilian population, however, 
especially of the all-important industrial 
workers, might: not survive big air raids 
unless a certain standard of protection is 
provided. 

The authorities know that the danger in 
war-time is that the people will turn 
round and say “This has got to stop.” To 
guard against that possibility, and to help 
civilians to “do their bit” while British 
bombers are blowing some part of civiliza- 
tion to pieces, Sir John Anderson intro- 
duced the Civil Defence Bill last week. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Why People Join the P.P.U. 
Methods of Propaganda 


Losses to Pacifism 


ATTEMPTS to obtain useful information 
by the method of submitting question- 
jnaires to selected or assorted people have 
_ their pitfalls. Yet I am persuaded that the 
‘general conclusion to be drawn from Davip 
_ SPRECKLEY’S effort to analyse the new mem- 
| bership gained by the Peace Pledge Union 
in 1938 is as valuable as it is interesting. 


| Nor do I think that that general con- 
clusion is altered or lessened in value by 
one or two of the pitfalls I see in this par- 
ticular inquiry. In his notes on page ten, 
Davip SPRECKLEY acknowledges one in 
pointing out the difficulty of getting con- 
‘verts to own up to what none need really be 
ashamed of. 

Another pitfall consists in suggesting the 
means whereby they may have been brought 
into the PPU. It is, of course, impossible 


Cases where men have already lost their to list all the eventualities, but although 
jobs through refusal to take part in ARP “any other form of propaganda” was an 
show us what we may expect under this attempt to cover omissions, it has not the 
arangement. {same psychological power to stimulate the 
~It is worthy of note, in passing, that energy as has a specific suggestion to en- 
grants to establishments for the cost of courage an easy answer to what is not 
providing shelters will only be payable if altogether an easy question. Anyone who 
the work is effectively put in hand before has ever heard or read a legal cross- 
the end of September. examination will know what I mean. 


. . Converted by a Crisis 
Entry to Private Premises UT if suggestions were to be made, two 


‘ ; q that seem to me to call for more than mere 
THE Bill not only curtails the liberty ap cee 
Lheamidntn cay orion iemork ale Proa|s poeta in an etcetera would have been 


vides powers for officialdom to invade the Reading P ec News” and “ The Septem- 
home, no longer the Englishman’s tradi- ber Crisis, though I suppose the 
tional castle. Local authorities are given latter would in most cases be insepar- 
the right to enter private premises in @bly connected, in the process of 
peace-time for the purpose of carrying out conversion,” at least with conversa- 
works which will make such premises tion with individuals and attendance 
more suitable for public shelters or for at public meetings. At all events, I 
other ARP purposes in the event of war, |know PPU headquarters pre oer 

While this provision may be primarily ee # ate eh i erie, ae HG 

designed to deal with large private pres soubt the number of those converted by 
1 _ . 
‘Lae * plete oe sou reading this newspaper was not limited to 
case, the fact remains that the Tight of Hose et aba pa 
a 3 : us of the fact. Asa 
ae on pues ine has been ‘con- . before me as I write a letter from a Belfast 
pee an some gt ‘dental surgeon who says h2 has been taking 

There are also in the Bill powers to deal Peace News ever since the crisis. 
with landlords who may object to the 
erection of steel and other shelters on their | 
land. Occupiers are granted the right of, 
appeal, on specified grounds, against this S to the general conclusion—that most 
use of their premises—the rights of pro-, pacifists are made by conversation with 
perty must be safeguarded, even in a time individual pacifists—it is surely the most 
of crisis—but conscientious objection is striking testimony to the worth-whileness 
not recognised in the Bill as a ground for of just being a pacifist and expressing it in 
appeal. the place where you are. 

Preparations for obscuring lights in the; Organization undoubtedly has a useful 
event of war are also made obligatory part to play, and it may well be argued that 
and must be done in peace-time to the a more extensively and intensively organ- 
satisfaction .of Government inspectors. ized: campaign might have produced more 
(This Bill, incidentally, seems likely to in- pacifists, particularly as a ‘result of 
flict on us a large addition to our present attendance at meetings and the reading of 


Power of Individuals 


literature. But while we argue about the 
place of organization and the extent to 
which it can be useful, let it not be forgotten 
that it is not essential to the spread of paci- 
fism. 

All that is really indispensable is the 
individual pacifist—and, of course, one 
other person to form the “raw material” 
of a new pacifist. Isn’t that a potent 
thought when we tend to become depressed 
at the prospect of suppression of organiza- 
tion, right of assembly, and propaganda 
material (as opposed to becoming active for 
the preservation of liberty)? 


For it means that the only way of pre- 
venting the spread of pacifism would be 
either literally and absolutely to segregate 
every individual pacifist (not only to stop 
people riding in trains and going to “ bun- 
fights”) or to silence the individual racifist. 
The first is a physical impossibility; the 
second depends entirely upon the will of 
the individual pacifist. 


For some, of course, the will has not been 
able to resist even the earliest stages cf the 
process of war propaganda. Others, more 
understandably, have been broken already 
by the economic weapon, while those with 
fewer or no dependants have held out 
longer. But at the other end of the scale 
there will be those who will be silenced 
only when they are silenced for ever. 


The more there are of these last, the less 
likelihood of their being put to such ex- 
treme tests, and the more likelihood of 
pacifism being put into practice. 


Lord Sanderson 


HE small band of pacifists in Parliament 

lost one of their members in the House 

of Lords, on Sunday, when Lorp SaNnDdERSON 
died in his 71st year. 

Though the son of a strongly conservative 
father, he was an equally strong radical 
and connected with the Labour movement 
during the latter part of his life. Yet the! 
irony of events saw him, in one of his Tet! 
publie acts, actively supporting the con- 
servative candidate in the Oxford City by- 
election last year, a course which he 
defended in Peace News at the time. In 
appreciation of him in The Times, both 
Lorp ARNoLp and Lorp Ponsonsy refer to 
his quality of judgment as one of his out- 
standing characteristics. 

Though almost blind, and able even in his 
youth to see only exceptionally large print. 
HENRY SANDERSON FurRNISS (as he was before 
his elevation to the peerage in 1930) had a re- 
markable educational career at Oxford. He 
took a second-class in the honours school of ! 
modern history in 1893 and the Oxford Univer- 
sity diploma in economics with distinction in 
1906. During the nine years following he was 
lecturer and tutor in economics at Ruskin Col- | 


— * Peace News’. — 
in More 
Libraries 


E'NCOURAGEMENT for those who 
4 have tried, and failed, to get 
“Peace News” into their local public 
library is contained in news from 
Bolton. The Town Council there has 
reversed the decision of the Libraries 
Committee not to grant Bolton Branch 
of the Peace Pledge Union permission 
to place copies of the paper in the 
library reading rooms. 

One of the councillors who spoke in 
favour of allowing the paper to be 
displayed said he was not a pacifist, 
but added that it seemed incredible 
that an organ which expressed a sin- 
cere conviction of a large number of 
people in this country should not be 
allowed expression in the manner sug- 
gested. 

Other places which must be added 
to the list of libraries now displaying 
“Peace News” regularly are Hayes, 
Middlesex (where the PPU group 
was successful after a second applica- 
tion), King’s Lynn, and Wilsden. 

The number of such libraries now 
totals 386. 


Stewards Wanted 


Volunteers are wanted to act as stewards at 
the Adelphi Group's production of R. H. Ward’s 
The Builders at the Cripplegate Theatre. Golden 
Lane. E.C.1, at 8.30 p.m., on April 22.—Write to 
the Secretary. Adelphi Group, 10 Abbey, 
Gardens, N.W.8. or telephone Maida Vale 4460. 


“Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


lege, of which he was Principal for another nine 
years after that. 

In 1931 Lorp SanpeRson published his book, 
Memories of Sixty Years. 


A Loss to Gloucester 
ANOTHER recent notable loss to the paci- 
fist movement by death was that of 
CHARLES HERBERT Fox, described in a local 
newspaper as “one of Gloucester’s most 
distinguished citizens.” 

He too found himself at variance with pacifists 
for a time. But it was at the beginning of his 
association with the Peace Pledge Union when 
he apparently knew little of it or its members. 

For about tw6 and a half years ago, just be- 
fore the commencement of the PPU group in 
Gloucester, Mr. Fox, in one of his periodical 
articles in the local press, made a reference te 
“pale-faced pacifists.”” Though an ardent war re- 
sister himself, he no doubt looked upon the 
modern generation of pacifists as mere passive 
resisters. 

Shortly he began to receive notices cf group 
meetings and activities and he went to hear 
Joun Barctay speak at their first “big” meeting 
of fifty members. Later he told one of them 
that he thought the young people were going to 
make a splendid stand in the cause of peace, 
and in his subsequent newspaper “reflections” 
he never failed to make some reference. often 
at length, to the case for complete pacifism. 

The local papez devoted both its leader 
column and two news columns of obituary to 
him. As the former pointed out, “though he 
had many opponents, cf enemies he had abso- 
lutely none.” The letter concluded with the 
interesting notice that instead of flowers his 
friends were requested to send token contri- 
butions te the PPU, of which he ultimately be- 
came a member. 


Sir Auckland Geddes 


and the 
“ Pacifist Trend” 


ADDRESSING a volunteer corps of men 
and women in London on Tuesday 
night, when he gave them their “ marching 
orders for a nation-wide speaking cam- 
paign” on behalf of National Service, Sir 
Auckland Geddes is reported to have said: 
“ There is still a very strong pacifist trend 
in many parts of the country. It is patchy, 
of course, and shrinking steadily, but there 
is still an idea that you must not counter- 
attack. 

“ What these people are thinking I have 
never been able to find out, but that is how 
they react.” 

In future we shall gladly send Sir Auck- 
land a complimentary copy of each week’s 
Peace News, so that he may find out 
“what these people are thinking” and 
what their own volunteer corps of men and 
women are saying and doing. 

It is hoped that he will read in our next 
issue the actual facts of the groivth of the 
“pacifist trend” in this country. 
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UNITED FRONT 


FOR RACIAL 
EQUALITY 


IMMEDIATE establishment of a united 

front of all non-Europeans and progres- 
sive Europeans in South Africa, and initia- 
tion of a nation-wide campaign of action and 
struggle for freedom and equality of all 
races, was called for by a conference held 
in Capetown. 


The conference condemned any proposal 
to segregate non-Europeans on the grounds 
that 

(a) If will bar the non-Europeans from cul- 
tural progress and worsen their economic 
position; 

(b) It will rob them of their remaining civic 
and political rights and will condemn them to a 
state of servitude; 


(c) It will not solve the problem of unemploy- 
ment, slums, low wages and poverty of the 
Europeans: and 


(ad) By stimulating racial antagonism it will 
obstruct the task of achieving freedom and pros- 
perity for all races in South Africa. 

Proposals to segregate non-Europeans are 
made ina Nationalist Party petition to the 
South African Parliament; to meet this a 
counter-petition has been organized, pro- 
testing against the threat if segregation and 
demanding more democratic rights for the 
non-Europeans. . Many trade unions have 
given assurances of their active participa- 
tion in the fight against segregation. and the 
President of the Chemical and Allied 
Workers’ Union has already appealed to 
members to collect signatures for the 
counter-petition. 


“Civilization Is 


tl” 


GERALD HEARD’S 
REMEDY 


HE need for the institution of a whole 
new way of life was emphasized by 
Gerald Heard, noted English writer, when 
he addressed a meeting in California 
organized by an American group of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


Western civilization, Mr. Heard said, was 
desperately ill; in fact, the human species 
was probably degenerating. The situation 
was too critical to be met by mere attempts 
at political action and change of economic 
environment. Drastic: action was neces- 
sary. 

To bring about this new way of life, he said, 
we must begin first of all with ourselves, train- 
ing body, mind and spirit, attaining complete 
control of ourselves, and working up to the 
higher levels of mediation and contemplation. 
Next came the sharing of such efforts with a 
group of other individuals who were also making 
this the central aim of their lives. Through 
cultivating trust and a feeling of “unlimited 
liability’”” among the group, an_ intuitional 
realization of the great worth of individuals, and 
of the divine in all men, can be developed. 
Finally, he said, after long training, those who 
had obtained their spiritual “dectorate” could 
go to the sore spots of the world and spread their 
disinfection by living lives of non-violence and 
Service and love. 


Support for Australian Wharf 
Employees 


The Broken Hill Proprietory Company, 
having persuaded the Australian Govern- 
ment to declare a lock-out to the -Port 
Kembla wharf employees, has now ex- 
tended the lock-out to Port Kembla steel- 
works employees. 


Support, however, continues to pour in 
for the waterside workers. The Fremantle 
lumpers, who are not part of the Water- 
side Workers’ Federation, have sent £100. 
The Mackay waterside workers have im- 
posed a levy of 5s. per man. And Chinese 
from the Sydney municipal markets have 
sent a lorry-load of lettuce and other 
vegetables. 


Esperanto on the Screen 


Esperanto has been introduced into the film 
version of Idiot’s Delight—based on the stage 
success by Robert E. Sherwood—which is shortly 
to be released in this country. 


In the original stage version, part of the action 
takes place in Italy, but to avoid international 
complications the producer decided to transfer 
the scene tq an imaginary country whose in- 
habitants speak ta-Esperanto. Only a relatively 
small proportion of the dialogue is in Esperanto, 
but the clarity of production is a convincing 
demonstration of its suitability for the screen. 


The film cast includes Norma Shearer as Irene 
and Clark Cable as Harry. 


. PEACE NEWS 


Where is 


President Rooseveit 


(ne ee eS 


Roosevelt 


Leading the 


U.S.A. ? 


DANGERS IN POLICY 
OF DEMOCRATIC 


“SAVIOUR” 


Much depends upon how far 


HE attitude of the United States is a vital factor in the 
| present European crisis. 


President Roosevelt is prepared to support nations now 
seeking to organize resistance to Germany. 

In a recent address to the Golders Green group of the Peace 
Pledge Union, Paul Harris, of the American National Council for 
the Prevention of War, surveyed American thought and policy. 
We print below an extract from his speech, giving facts of 
particular importance at the present time. 


ME. FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT [said Mr. 

Paul Harris] is one of the ablest men 
we have ever had, most sincere, one 
of the most character-filed men and 
a great internationalist. Further, he 
has done something no other President has 
ever done. He suffered from infantile 
paralysis and in spite of it became Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

He was secretary under Wilson and de- 
voted to Wilson physically and mentally. 
He saw Wilson faced by twelve irreconcil- 
able Senators and his League of Nations 
idea ruined by the Senate. Now Roosevelt 
is in the Presidentship. He comes in in the 
great emergency of 1933. He does some- 
thing no one has done before, he promises 
to admit his mistakes when he makes them, 
and to change them. 


A Fixed Objective 


As a matter of fact, a man who has come 
through infantile paralysis to the Presi- 
dency has his character fixed by that 
struggle. You cannot do a physical thing 
like that and still be flexible mentally. 
There is no sharper brain in the world than 
Roosevelt’s; but what we have in the White 
House is a man who, being baulked by any- 
thing, will never change his objective, but 
just change his method of getting to the 
objective. And remembering Wilson, he 
desires now to have a Democratic Party 
and his party is to be the saviour of demo- 
cracy in the world. 

That is the keystone in his policy of 
reciprocal trade agreements. They wou!d 
have failed practically if he had not had 
one with your country; but your people 
are shrewd and your negotiators will not 
sign a treaty with us on trade without the 
assurance that in a war you can still trade 
with us. 


Broke His Own Laws 


According to our Neutrality Law if the 
President finds a state of war exists he 
should stop the supply of munitions; in 
other words, the Neutrality Act, if obeyed, 
would prevent a reciprocal trade agree- 
ment with Great Britain. There was the 
question. Would Roosevelt obey the law 
he had signed? He has not. That is to 
say, to have the reciprocal trade agree- 
ment with Great Britain he would have to 
disobey his own Neutrality Law, and he 
has done so. 

At the elections last November we chose 
our Congress and for the first time he got 
a Congress out of his control. There is the 
problem. When he goes out of office next 
year he has raised the National Debt 
of the United States from some 20 odd 
billions to some 46 billions of dollars. 


War Scare 


‘He came into office with approximately 
12 to 15 millions unemployed ; today there 
are 13 millions unemployed. He faces the 
possibility of going out of office next year 
one of the most discredited Presidents we 
have ever had. Congress won't validate his 
ideas. What would you do if you were 
Roosevelt? His New Deal policy is not 
accepted, though there is much merit in it. 

American people today are more excited 
about the idea of war than at any other 
time before. It is a physical impossibility 
for any nation to invade the United States. 


It cannot be done. But today we are so 
excited that actually we are having anti- 
aircraft along the Atlantic coast. 

We are being told that we have only so 
many anti-aircraft units and what would 
happen if Germany made an air base in 
Yucatan? And this is a fact, which you can 
quote if you want to: the State Depart- 
ment, the Foreign Ministry, actually ad- 
mitted that since the fall of 1937 they have 
adopted a campaign for uniting the 
American people in their willingness to 
follow the Administration. 


Official Propaganda 

That means that a State Department is 
Waging an educational campaign to break 
down the war resistance of the American 
people. I can give you dates and places, 
all of which have been quoted in speeches 
in our Congress. 

What we have then is not an isolationist, 
but an internationalist, who believes in 
achieving results by pressure ; and a world 
full of dictators. We have dreaded lest 
America be sucked into a war in Britain's 
interest, but I believe that the shoe is on 
the other foot now, and Britain is in danger 
if America presses her into a_ greater 
belligerency than she would otherwise 
practise. This is of such consequence and 
so little realized that members of your 
House of Commons with whom I spoke of 
it were very much concerned. 


1,000 Tons of Food 
for Spain 


Recent events in Spain have not ended 
the urgent need for food in many districts. 
A bulletin issued by the Friends Service 
Council reports that altogether about 1,000 
tons of food have recently been shipped by 
Quakers and the International Commission 
for the Assistance of Child Refugees in 
Spain. 

In Madrid large numbers of people die 
of hunger daily, while the food situation 
is also serious in Valencia, Murcia, and 
elsewhere. 


without formality. 
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“ Democracies— 


Should Disarm” 
—Mr. Gandhi 


ASKED by a “New York Times” 

correspondent for a message to 
the world which might help to solve 
the crisis, Mr. M. K. Gandhi recom- 
mended simultaneous disarmament 
by the democratic Powers as the best 
way of preventing Hitler from making 
any further use of force. 


“Tam certain, as I am sitting here,’ 
he said, “that this heroic act would 
open Hitler's eyes and disarm him.” 


“Would not that be a miracle?” 
asked the interviewer. “Perhaps,” 
Mr. Gandhi replied. “But it would 
save the world from the butchery 
which seems impending.” 

“I think that is enough for one 
morning,” he said, when asked to 
elaborate his theory. 


U.S. CLERGY 
AFFIRM THEIR 


PACIFISM 


AN “Affirmation of Christian Pacifist 

Faith ” just issued by 100 of America’s 
leading Protestant ministers commits its 
signatories to the belief that “the Gospel 
leaves us with no other choice but to r-fuse 
to sanction or participate in war.” 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, minister of 
the Broadway Tabernacle Church, leader 
of a group who signed a Ministers’ Peace 
Covenant in 1935, was asked by Dr: Iarold 
E. Fey, Executive Secretary of the 
American Fellowship of Reconciliation, to 
find out the present position on peace of 
Christian ministers throughout the United 
States, in view of today’s world events. A 
group of New York ministers drew up an 
affirmation of their Christian pacifist faith 
and submitted it to leading Protestant 
ministers throughout the nation. 

The hundred signatures now received 
represent only a beginning. Those who 
find their convictions expressed in the 
statement are being invited to sign. 


CHURCH'S MISSION 


The following extract from the statement 


summarizes the beliefs expressed in it: 

“We believe that God is the Father of all 
mankind, that His will as revealed in Jesus Christ 
is universal love, and that Christ's gospel in- 
volves faith that evil can be overcome only with 
good. : 

“ We believe that in the Cross is revealed God's 
way of dealing with wrongdoers, and that to 
this way all Christians are called. 

“ We believe that war, which attempts to over- 
come evil with more evil, is a denial of the way 
of the Cross. 

“We believe that the Church is called to the 
way of the Cross. ; 

“We believe that when the State in the 
prosecution of war seeks to compel the denial of 
the gospel, the Church must resist at whatever 
cost. 

“We believe that God leads His church into 
new life through obedience of the individual 
believer in refusing war for Christ’s sake. 

“Therefore we proclaim to a world which is 
once again madly preparing for war that the 
gospel of God as revealed in Jesus Christ, which 
leaves us with no other choice but to refuse to 
sanction or participate in war, contains also its 
hope of redemption. We affirm our faith that the 
mission of the Church today is to witness with 
singleness of heart, at whatever cost, to the 
power of good to overcome evil, of love to 
conquer hatred, of the Cross to shatter the 
sword.” 
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A Challenge to Pacifists Now 


Your correspondent, David W. Smith =! 
(Peace . News, March 24), suggests = 


several courses that pacifists and others 
should take regarding German activity. 
Since it is apparent that the economic and 
financial “ blockade” of Germany which 
has been in operation for a number of years 


is having its effect and that the prospect for = 


the German people is tragic, would it not 


be nobler of England to come to Germany’s = 


aid at once? 

Can your correspondent visualize the effect 
on Germany, not excluding Hitler, and on world 
epinion by an immediate offer by Great Britain 


to help Germany out of her difficulties; difficul- = 


ties created by the aforesaid blockade. 

f am convinced that the effect of such an 
action, in keeping, after all, with the spirit of 
Christianity, wquld be overwhelming and that 
the whole course of world affairs would be 
altered in the direction of peace and good will. 

Can Great_Britain exercise her greatness in the 
truest sense of that word and take this oppor- 
tunity of leading not only Germany but herself 
and the whole world out of the atmosphere of 
bitterness and recrimination into the atmosphere 
of understanding, good will and real peace? 

HAROLD J. WHEATE, 

56 Blenheim Crescent, Leigh-on-Sea. 


Your correspondent, Mr. David Smith, 
wants a united pacifist move for the break- 
ing off-of diplomatic and trading relations 
with Germany and an actual or implied 
“encirclement” policy. It is to be hoped 
that only those pacifists who are prepared 
for an carly European war will give any 
support to such a scheme, which is based 
on the same belief that the Prime Minister 
apparently holds, namely, that the Nazis 
can be frightened into a policy that meets 
with British approval; far easier to threaten 
them into war than to frighten them into 
peace. 

As to Mein Kampf, its author, when ques- 
tioned on certain portions, replied that he was a 
politician, not a writer, and therefore made 
revisions not in his book but in his acts, as 
exemplified by the change of attitude toward 
France. It is quite conceivable that in Septem- 
ber last Hitler was prepared, in consideration of 
Mr. Chamberlain's pledge of friendship, to aban- 
don the annexation of Czecho-Slovakia but re- 
verted to his earlier design when the policy of 
“appeasement” took a form that guzzled people 
even in England 

Finally, we shall not get the right perspective 
of “Hitler’s broken word” unless we realize that 
similar breaks are unpleasantly frequent when 
a definite advantage seems thus obtainable to 
the breaker, in the first two decades of the pre- 
sent century six of the big Powers repudiated 
“solemn treaties" |= And the prevarication of 
Asquith and Grey in the House of Commons 
preceding the 1914 war should make us chary of 
expecting a high standard of truthfulness from 
governments in a world dominated by rival 
nationalist sovereign States. 


BM/JONIB, W.C.1 


JOHN NIBB. 


May I comment on the closely argued chal- 
lenge and detailed programme of David W. 
Smith? I will try hard to keep it short. 

My own “re-orientation” was compelled by 
what happened at Munich and I see no need for 
a further change of policy “now.” 

I think many pacifists let themselves be side- 
tracxed by their admiration of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s call for “appeasement,” which was in 
essence not pacifism but a distinction between 
what he thought was worth fighting for and what 
he thought was not—based in the last resort 
on his own view of “British interests.” 

Similarly, I think many pacifists begged the 
question when they said Sudeten Germans had 
a right to join the Reich. Signatories of the 
League of Nations’ broken Covenant were bound 
to approach the subject through Article XIX and 
to resist a settlement by force. Our supposedly 
Pacifist Prime Minister, and other | pacifists 
think with him, acquiesced in a “solution” by 
force instead of protesting against it—a danger- 
ous complacency. Pacifism equally forbids the 
defence of Czecho-Slovakia and of Rumania 
(and Poland) by force, but does not acquit us 
from protesting against force exercised by 
others. 

As to Mr. Smith’s numbered and lettered sug- 
yested measures to be supported by pacifists, I 
agree with Nos. 1, 4, 5 and 7 unreservedly. But 
as to No. 2 I do not see why an attempt to 
secure freer trade with Germany would not 
benefit the German masses, and why these 
negotiations should not continue with the other 
negotiations proposed in No. 3 of which Mr, 
Smith approves. As to No. 4, I agree broadly, 
provided that in the proposed campaign it is 
recognized that the word “immediate” must in 
many cases be replaced by “as soon as practic- 
able.” 

In regard to No. 8, what possible government 
would be more pacifist than the present one 
except a government of pacifists, which is not 
practical politics at present? Mr. Chamberlain’s 
most prominent critics are avowedly out to resist 
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IN the March 20 issue of the “Daily 
Telegraph” the Archbishop of 
Canterbury is reported as saying in 
= his sermon on Sunday: 
To the open assertion that might has 
= right ... the only answer that can be 
= made must be made in the only terms 
which those who proclaim such a doc- 
= trine can understand. They must be 
= made to learn that in the hands o3 those 


who love justice and freedom there is 
force enough to meet them. 


= There is little wonder at the moral 
decline of the civilized world if this 
= is the only lead the Church can give. 
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fascism by force—with the help of bolshevism! 
Pacifists must necessarily be “agin” all Govern- 
ments for a long time yet. 

Re-reading what I have written, I realize that 
I am accepting the points of Mr. Smith’s pro- 
gramme with which I personally happen to 
agree. But that, after all, is not the point. Many 
firm pacifists would disagree with much more 
of it than I do, and what we want, I take it, is 
a positive programme (as opposed to a negative 
one) that all pacifists can fairly be asked to sup- 
port because its proposals indisputably arise out 
of our pacifism. 

It seems to me that the penultimate para- 
graph of the letter of S. A. Wickstead (whom I 
have known all his sixty years) and “Action’s” 
three points (Peace News, March 24) are better 
adapted for this purpose. I doubt if more regi- 
mentation of pacifist opinion than this would 


not defeat itself. 
GEO. G. ARMSTRONG. 
133, North End Road, N.W.11. 


The suggestions made by David Smith in 
last week’s issue of Peace News are deserv- 
ing of careful consideration. On the whole 
I am in agreement with them. 

The underlying value of the proposals is, 
in my opinion, that they form an approach 
toward a more satisfactory international 
law than at present seems to exist. To me 
it seems logical and just’ that if individuals 
are unwilling to cooperate then they should 
lose the benefits of cooperation. For this 
reason I would endorse the suggested 
measure of breaking off trade and diplo- 
matic relations. ° 

The objection will be that suffering will be 
caused to the people of the country affected. 
But even if such suffering does follow, this is 
not in itself a complete and sufficient argument 
against the method. 

It is surely necessary to take inte consider? 
ation the sum total of suffering. If the suffering 
caused by the aggressor which gave rise to the 
need for sanctions could be reduced by more 
than the amount of suffering produced by the 
application of the sanctions, then the argument 
would lose a large measure of its potency. 

The following things should be made clear, 
especially to the people of the countries con- 
cerned: (1) That it is not against the people 
but against the aggressive, non-cooperative 
activities of their government; (2) That trading 
and diplomatic relations would be resumed as 
soon as their government is willing to cooperate 
by bringing their grievances to a conference for 
discussion. 

This is the fourth suggestion made by Mr. 
Smith, and with this suggestion of a world con- 
ference, I think, no-one would disagree. But 
I would like to extend the idea of a world con- 
ference. It should be kept in permanent exist- 
ence, and should be an intensified and coordin- 
ated ILO, Court of International Justice, and 
League Council—and might become a nucleus of 
a future world parliament. 

But I do not agree with Mr. Smith's third sug- 
gestion, viz, that of opening economic and 
political negotiations with certain particular 
countries. The invitation to attend should be 
sent to all governments. Then all those willing 
to do so should form a conference, the work of 
which should be such as to encourage the others 


to join in. 
DORA I. HOLDEN. 
60 Norbury Cross, S.W.16. 


There is much in Mr. Smith’s letter which 
I can wholeheartedly endorse—his clauses 
4 and 6 for example—and some statements 
of policy which I think misdirected and ill- 
conceived. But it is the general tenor of 
his thesis with which I find myself least in 
sympathy. 

It is just at this time that the pacifist wit- 
ness must be strongest—the pacifist faith is 
a fundamental one and does not depend on 
what Hitler and anyone else does. 


_ Mr. Smith calls pacifists to act now or we | 
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For the head of a Christian church 
to reverse so completely the message 
and teaching of Jesus Christ as por- = 
trayed in the Gospels seems to me = 
little short of blasphemous. 
If Dr. Lang really believes that = 
faith in the power of love is un- = 
practical then he should resign his 
position as head of the Church to 
someone who still believes in Christ- 
ianity’s fundamental principle. 
M. N. WATERFALL. = 
3a Holmstall Parade, = 
Edgware, Middlesex. = 
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perish. But the pacifist must always be 
active, whether he perishes or no. He is 
not given to know what the consequences 
are; he is given a faith which compels action 
now and always, before, during, and after 
the many crises through which the world 
has passed, is passing, and will pass. 


Unless pacifism has this element of basic faith 
in the eternal truth that they who take the 
sword shall perish by the sword, it will never 
stand against the tide of human policies and 
intrigues. Such a pacifism will not panic, nor 
will its attitude to fascism change with the 
changing moods of dictators, nor will it allow 
the subtle poison of hate to creep in because 
it is able to distinguish the evil from the evil- 
doer. 

I believe, and this is a personal belief, that it 
is our task now and always, to declare without 
qualification, that there is only one relationship 
between human beings which is essential to the 
maintenance of society and to life itself—a re- 
lationship of love of the quality revealed by 
Jesus Christ. Nothing less is enough. 

E. LEIGHTON YATES. 

The University, Sheffield, 10. 


The least commented on, but very dangerous, 
effect of the most recent events is that many 
people now feel that the issue has been clarified 
It is said that Germany has now put herself 
outside the pale by her immoral acts, whereas 
before these acts, Englishmen would have felt 
somewhat uneasy about going to war with Ger- 
many because there was no obvious moral reason 
why they should. 

The relief that Germany herself, by her im- 
moral behaviour, has provided us with a moral 
excuse for war is quite perceptible, and I think 
the first three of Mr. Smith’s measures, apart 
from their punitive nature (which, incidentally, 
offers little encouragement to the success of the 
fourth), tend to show that he feels the pacifist 
policy is tenable only while the potential aggres- 
sor has just reasons for various acts. As soon 
as an immoral act is committed, the pacifist 
policy is suspect, and it is significant that none 
of Mr. Smith’s points deals with the part to be 
played by the armaments which we have and 
are rapidly piling up. 

JACK MUGGERIDGE. 
47 Gwalior House, Chase Road, Southgate, N.14- 


«Between Two Wars”’ 


Mr. Padmore’s review of this book in your 
last issue, although a forceful piece of writing, 
was unfair in laying all stress on the author's 
proposals for action. 

The book is concerned with two things: (1) 
To draw attention to the parallel between the 
policy of the National Government and that of 
the Coalition Government in the years 1917-21; 
and (2) to suggest a course of action to arrest 
the drift to war which follows from the Govern- 
ment’s policy. 

Mr. Padmore’s review (and your heading, 
“Left Wing Jingoism”) deals exclusively with 
the second of these theses, which occupies only 
a few pages at the end of the book. The first 
part of the book is a statement of fact and a 
much-needed relation of past and present. It is 
common ground to socialists and might be read 
with great advantage by the many pacifists 
whose political knowledge is practically non- 
existent. 

For this reason, if no other, I should like to 
see Peace News recommend the book to its 
readers, with, if you like; a warning that the 
last few pages should be disregarded. 


London. 
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" is literally impossible to publish all 


the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, leHers of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 
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:: Aims 


(THE two articles by Max Plowman and 

Andrew Stewart have set out in the 
plainest and most dispassionate terms the 
two outstanding types of pacifist belief and 
action which have come together in the 
common bond of, the Peace Pledge Union. 
Although there is so much in common 


= between the two schools in $indamental 
= belief, it is in the field of peace service that 
= the difficulties may tend to arise. 


Unity must be preserved at all costs. On that 


= everyone is agreed. But is it to be the unity of 
= the dead or the living? Cannot the PPU so shape 
= its organization that the Max Plowmans can find 


full scope within it for activist policies without 


= upsetting the apple-cart of the “passivists?” 
= Andrew Stewart’s point that the “activists” can 
= work off their desire for a full-fledged pacifist 
= political and social programme through external 


organizations of one kind or another takes no 
account of the fact that such organizations as 


‘ exist at this moment are entirely inadequate for 


the purpose of realizing the implications of the 
pacifist pledge. 
JAMES AVERY JOYCE. 
3 Crown Office Row, Inner Temple, E.C.4. 


“ Action,” in Peace News of March 24, 
deplores the fact that so many pacifists 
“waste their time” on ARP and first aid, 
which he rightly says are not “objects of 
the PPU,” and goes on to suggest that they 
would be better employed in demanding 
a world conference and opposing conscrip- 
tion. But surely these are not “ objects of 
the PPU ” either. 


One thing, and one thing only, unites 
pacifists and distinguishes them from every- 
one else: believing it to be morally wrong 
for civilized people to fight with each other, 
they consider this a sufficient reason for not 
doing so. 


This simple ethical principle is, as I con- 
ceive it, the whole of pacifism. But though 
it is no doubt true to say that it is “ waste 
of time” for pacifists to be doing anything 
else when they might be preaching this 
doctrine, yet one cannot be doing this all 
day long. There must be other activities. 
And it is not the other activities in them- 
selves that harm the cause; but the asser- 
tien that these are inseparably connected 
with pacifism. 

ALAN BEETON. 


Declaration by Pacifist 
Clergy 


Somewhere in this country there are at 
least 5,000 ministers of religion who are 
taking a stand against all war in all circum- 
stances. We have the names of about half 
of them. 


We are most anxious that pacifists should 
get in touch with their local ministers and 
find out whether they are prepared to sup- 
port the Clergy and Ministers’ Declaration 
which is being circulated by the Council 
of Christian Pacifist Groups. If we could 
go to the Government, or to the Church 
authorities, saying that the pacifist faith 
was professed by at least 5,000 ministers of 
religion whose names and addresses we 
were prepared to produce, it would be of 
very great value indeed. 


Will, therefore, those who wish to help us in 
this most useful piece of work be good enough 
to take to local ministers and clergymen the 
following declaration: 

In face of all the evil and fear in the pre- 
sent international situation, we are led to de- 
clare our conviction that peace cannot be won 
by armament and military victory but only 
through sympathy and understanding, mutual 
trust and right dealing between the nations. 
Renewing our faith in God, we therefore 
appeal to our fellow Christians to unite with 
us in utterly renouncing war, in calling for the 
opening of the earth’s resources to satisfy the 
needs of all peoples, and in proclaiming in 
the spirit of the Prince of Peace, and within 
both Church and State, the message of the 
Cross. 

It would be much more convenient, of course, 
if the forms specially issued from this office 
were used but as we are anxious to obtain these 
names immediately, signed by the Ministers 
themselves, a postcard saying: “Having read 
the Declaration of Renunciation of War, I am 
ready to give it my support,” followed by the 
name, address and denomination, would be 
sufficient. 

(Rev.) C. PAUL GLIDDON. 

Council of Christian Pacifist Groups, 

46 Victoria Street, S.W.L 
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and excited in his armchair as 
the broadcast ceased. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s speech had done more 
than fifty recruiting posters. He’d made up 
his mind. He’d join up: army, navy, air 
force—it didn't matter which. Each would 
be equally important in the coming war for 
liberty and democracy. 

Just at that moment there was a gentle 
tap at the window-pane. ‘“ That'll be 
mother forgotten her key again,” he thought 
to himself, and rushed to open the front 
door, which was only two feet from the 
drawing-room door. 

. But on the doorstep was not Mrs. Gold, 
but a crowd of men, who, without as much 
as a “by your leave,” came in, walked 
straight into the drawing-room and made 
themselves at home wherever they could 
find room to set. 

Open-mouthed, Fred watched them troop 
through the front door and only came to his 
senses when the last one had entered. Then, 
silent and mystified, he followed the last 
stranger into the drawing-room and shut 
the door behind him. 

Suddenly, he noticed that they were 
mostly soldiers, though there were a sailor 
and an airman sitting on the couch and two 
civilians standing near the piano. All 
looked very tired and very dirty and most 
of them were scarred or maimed in one way 
or another. 


* 


BEFORE Fred had found his tongue, 

a British Tommy stooped and 

picked up the National Service Handbook 

which lay on the table. “ What's this?” he 
asked. 

“A scheme to make us ready for war,” 
answered Fred, quoting Mr. Chamberlain 
faithfully. 

“ Why? 
the soldier. 

“Of course not,” said Fred, “but if you 
want peace you must prepare for war, 
everyone knows that.” 

“ Aye, lad,” said an old soldier seated in 
Fred's own armchair, “ Everyone knew that 
from 1909 right up to 1914. That’s why we 
drifted into the last bluddy war.” 

“Wot’s that?” gasped a short, tubby 
sailor squatting down near the table leg. 
“Another war? Why, that’s impossible. 
We fought the last war to end war. You 
can’t have another to do the same.” 

“Tt isn't only that.” explained Fred, “ it's 
to defend liberty and democracy.” 


Do you want a war?” returned 


* 


“ DUT we did that as well,” replied 

the sailor. “Though ‘twasn’t 

much good, judgin’ by results. They tells 

me there’s another bloke now sted of Kaiser 

Bill, and as ’ow there’s three hundred 

millions as is living under dictatorships, 
"nt that right, Fritz? ” 

“Ja,” replied a slight young German 
sitting on the piano-stool. 

“Hey! What are you up to bringing a 
German in here?” demanded Fred angrily. 

“Easy on, mate.” returned the sailor. 
“FE one of us, 'E was fooled like the rest 
of us. They told ’im we was goin’ to 
attack ’im with France and Russia, just 
like they told us the Germans was goin’ to 
invade us. ‘E got ’is packet at Mons.” 

“But we must be prepared,” objected 
Fred rather desperately. 

“Ay! We was prepared in 1914,” said the 
sailor sitting on the couch. “Like hell we 
was. Best fleet in the world. But I wasn’t 
prepared to starve bloomin’ wimmen an’ 
kids like I had to do. I reckins it was a 


Give Them Hope 
-Not Hate 


PJECLARING in the London “ Star” 

last Friday that “to think that 
the peoples are totalitarian because 
they are under totalitarian rulers, is 
to misread the world situation and 
-..is dangerous,” Wilson Midgley 
wrote of the German people: 

“Give them hope, the hope of something 
better than another Versailles, the hope of 
peace, enough food and music, and work 
and self-respect for themselves and the 
children whom Hitler is corrupting, and 
they are allies, at least potentially, with 
all who hope for a saner Europe. 

“Cement.them more firmly@to Hitler by 
a general hatr&i; and who can blame them 
if they march again as ‘cannon fodder’ ? ’ 

The German, he added, was still the 
same kind of faulty and average 
human being our soldiers had nick- 
named “Jerry” during the War. 


PEACE NEWS 


The Men Who Ended War 


Fe: GOLD sat up feverished judgment, I do, that I died sudden-like of 


noomonia durin’ that blockade.” 

“Darn sight better job than I had,” said 
the airman. “Just swooping down and 
mowing down lines of marching men with 
my machine guns. So easy—devilish easy. 
They tell me you have to do it to women 
and children as well, now.” 


va 


“WELL, you must defend the 
weak,” interrupted Fred 

eagerly. 

“And the freedom of the press, too?” 


asked one of the cilivians sarcastically. 


A Short Story by- 


PATRICK 
RICHARDS | 


“Yes,” answered Fred, glad that some- 
one had seen his point. 4 

“ And freedom of conscience, and freedom 
of meeting and freedom of speech?” 

“ That’s right, that’s right,” echoed Fred. 

“You poor fish,” returned the speaker. 
“Why they're the first things that disap- 
pear in every war. You mustn't let a word 
of truth or criticism be spoken or published. 
You must lie, lie, lie as you kill, kill, kill.” 

“Who's he?” demanded Fred, excitedly. 

“He was a conchie in the last war,” ex- 
plained the airman. 

“Well, chuck him out! Do you hear 
me?” shouted Fred. “I don’t want any 
conscientious objectors in this house.” 

“Oh he’s all right,” the stout sailor re- 
assured him. “ He suffered as much as any 
of us. They knocked ’im about something 
shameful in jail. ’E stuck it out all right but 


’e died later as a result—’e got T.B. Ever 
met a German conchie?’” he added rather 
mischievously. 

“No,” answered Fred abruptly. 

“That’s one,” continued the sailor, 
pointing to a broad-shouldered but rather 
short man standing near the window. 
“See the ’ole in his forrid? That’s where 
they shot ’im on August the fourth for 
organizing an anti-war meeting.” 


* 


“ Oo! Is it true there’s two muckin’ 

million unemployed nah?” 
asked the little Cockney who was perched 
precariously on top of the piano with his 
helmet askew. 

“Yes,” replied Fred. 

“ An’ bloomin’ East End smells as nice as 
ever don’t it, wiv all its bootiful slums?” 

“ Why?” queried Fred testily. 

“Oh nuffin’,” answered the Cockney. 
“ Jist finkin’ of the land for bloomin’ ’eroes 
we wos promised-—that’s all.” 

“No good, mates,” said the sailor on the 
couch, getting up and looking at Fred’s 
blank face. “The beggar’s as daft as we 
was. ’E won't learn till it’s too late.” 

“ Just a minute,” said Fred a little 
nervously, “ Are you... are you all really 
dead?” 

“Of course we are,” said the airman 
quietly. 

“Then what are you doing back in the 
world again? ” 

“ Just paying a call on all the young men 
and women.” 

“ But why?” asked Fred hurriedly, for he 
noticed that the men were vanishing 
through the door as quickly and as quietly 
as they had come. 

“We thought you'd like to be introduced 
to us.” was the sailor’s parting retort. ‘We 
heard you would be joining us soon.” 


Women Show . 
How to Defend 


Democracy 


“JF democracy is to be preserved in a 
world of totalitarian claims, the cemo- 
cratic countries must 


“ (a) Consciously and assiduously prezerve ard 
extend the frecdom of the press and of speech; 

“(b) Educate young citizens deliberately fcr 
world citizenship; 

“(c) Increase educational facilities, including 
the raising of the school-Jeaving age; 

“(d) Extend real equality of opportunity to 
Women; and 

“(e) Devote more attention to the claims of all 
to economic security.” 

So said a resolution adopted at the annual 
council meeting of the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom 


(British Section) last week. 


“WORLD NOW AT WAR” 


Following are points from other resolu- 
tions: 

Internationa] Situation.—Declaring that “the 
world is now in a state of actual though unce- 
clared war,” the council welcomed the proposal 
for a conference of States prepared to check 
aggression; believed that the right non-violent 
method to check further aggression was to with- 
hold from aggressors all supplies of arms and 
war munitions and such financial and economic 
cooperation as increased their war resources; and 
reaffirmed its belief in collective responsibility 
for establishing a just and economic world order. 

Refugees.—The Council urged the Government 
to view this question “as one of world-wide 
population planning, and as a sten toward a 
satisfactory solution. to make provision on a 
large scale for: (a) Temporary immigration into 
this country; (b) Immediate provision of camps; 
(c) The absorption of a far greater number of 
refugees into our declining population;-(d) Over- 
seas settlement, in cooperation with our 
Dominions and Colonies.” 

India.—The Council earnestly hopes that the 
Indian Government “will do nothing to dis- 
courage spontaneous movements within States 
for the removal of oppression and recognized 
grievances, and will not go forward with the 
proposed scheme of Federation until it is so 
amended as to be acceptable to organized 
opinion in India.” 


HOW TO DEAL WITH HITLER 


“What are you going to do witha 
man like Hitler?” That is a question 
which most pacifists have had to face 
during discussions on current affairs— 
especially during the last few weeks. 
In this article a pacifist in Derby gives 
his answer to it. 

zr s * 
WANT to say at once that Hitler 
is not the cause of all our troubles 
today. He is the effect of a pre- 
viously existing cause and that cause 
was the faithless, unjust, humiliating 

and crushing terms imposed on a 

beaten and defenceless enemy. 

The Germans were treated as outcasts 
and, following continual oppressive treat- 
ment, the moderate and peace-loving ele- 
ments of the nation dwindled and Hitler’s 
folléwing grew strong. When finally he 
seized power and proclaimed to the Ger- 
man people that he would take by force 
the equality which had been denied to the 
persuasion of Chancellors Briining and 
Stresemann the nation proclaimed him as 
their hero and leader almost to a man. 
Allied Promises Violated 

It is essential to my purpose to show 
that both in the Treaty of Versailles and 
subsequently the Germans were shame- 
fully wronged. Space will only permit of 
three instances. 

The Armistice was concluded on the basis of 
President Wilson's 14 points—one of which was 
that the blockade of the Central European 
Powers should be raised immediately hostilities. 
ceased. Despite this, Britain and France main- 
tained the blockade until the Treaty was signed 
seven months later. The blockade entailed 
misery and starvation for hundreds of thousands 
of the poorest of the German people. 

Why then did Britain and France keep it on? 

In order to coerce Germany into signing a 
humiliating and vindictive Treaty. 

Here are the terms of the infamous war guilt 
clause. “The Allied Powers affirm — and 
Germany admits the sole responsibility for the 
loss and damage suffered by the Allies in the 
late war.” 

The German representatives at Versailles re- 
fused to sign a Treaty containing that clause and 
went back to Germany. But the blockade 
continued. 


Eventually representatives sent who 
were prepared to sign. 

I can only refer in passing to the inva- 
sion of the Ruhr and the Ottawa agree- 
ments. 

The French invaded the Ruhr in 1923 because 
Germany had defaulted on her reparation pay- 
ments (Germany had no option but to default— 
the reparations were fixed at astronomical 
dimensions). 

The French had to come out again six months 
later, without having so much as obtained the 
costs of their occupation. What they had earned 


were 


however, was the implacable hatred of the 
Germans, and it is noteworthy that shortly after 
this period Hitler wrote Mein Kampf! | : 

As a result of the world economic crisis of 
1930-1933, a wave of economic nationalism swept 
over the world. This found its expression in this 
country in a “National” Government and sub- 
sequently in the Ottawa Agreements. Speaking 
in general terms these had the effect of making 
the British Empire a closed economic unit. 

This had disastrous results for all debtor 
nations, and Germany was at that time the 
greatest debtor nation in the world. 

It is not surprising that the Germans in their 
despair turned to Hitler, and we may fairly say 
that German autarchy today is their reply to 
Ottawa. 


Unequal Shares 


Apart from the menace of Hitler, there 
is, however, another cause of war and it 
consists in the present unequal distribu- 
tion of the natural resources of the world. 

Britain owns and controls one-fourth of 
the surface of the world; Britain, France 
and Russia one half; Britain, France, 
Russia, and the U.S.A. two thirds, and, 
more significantly still, these countries 
own or control 85 percent of the world’s 
mineral wealth and raw materials. The 
small remaining percentage is available to 
seventy other nations, including Germany, 
Italy, and Japan. 

We see today that active, virile, and in- 
dustrious peoples like the Germans, the 
Italians, and the Japanese are not pre- 
pared to endure this unjust and unequal 
position indefinitely. 

Because of British armaments the Ger- 
mans have not yet presented an ultimatum 
for the return of their former colonies— 
up to now they are taking it out of nations 
which are relatively weak and defenceless. 
But it is both humiliating and shameful 
that the peoples of Abyssinia, Spain, China 
and Czecho-Slovakia should be tortured 
and dispossessed because we are not pre- 
pared to share our abundance with the rest 
of the world. 


The Remedy 


But what is the remedy for this des- 
perate state of affairs? In a word it is 
this: Reverse the engines, At the last 
Council meeting of the League at Geneva 
which Herr Stresemann attended, he 
addressed the British and French Foreign 
Ministers in these terms: “If you could 
have made me one concession I could have 
won this generation of Germans for peace, 
for real peace. That you either could not 
or would not has been my tragedy and 
your crime.” 

It would have been much easier to make 
concessions years ago, but there is still 
time and it is the only course to follow 


that will not lead to destruction. “ With 
what measure ye mete it shall be meted to 
you again.” 

For our injustice the Germans have re- 
turned resentment; for humiliation, hatred; 
and for our indifference and cruelty they 
have returned worse cruelty. 

What must be done, therefore, is to mete 
out justice and generosity for our former 
injustice and cruelty, and this must be 
done whatever the seeming risks and in 
spite of those who will tell us that Hitler 
will merely regard this as weakness and 
become more arrogant in reply. 

Hitler is not Germany. She consists of 
75 million people, the vast majority of 
them very like you and me. As we saw 
that humiliation and oppression weakened 
the Liberal elements in Germany, so it 
must follow (it is a spiritual law) that 
justice, generosity, and a friendly spirit 
will strengthen the Liberal elements in 
Germany and weaken the power of 
Hitlerism. 

I propose that we should express our 
sorrow and shame that we should ever 
have coerced the Germans into assuming 
sole responsibility for war-guilt. If we 
did that, it would be impossible to keep 
such an astounding piece of news from the 
German people, and I am convinced that 
that of itself would lead to a profound 
Spiritual change in the _ international 
atmosphere. 


A Square Deal 


Finally, then, our pacifist policy is to 
offer the “have nots” a frank discussion 
and a square deal—to make the disin- 
herited and dispossessed of all nations (in- 
cluding our own) feel that there is not 
only a reasonable hope, but a certainty of 
there being a place in the sun for them. 
That being done, the case of the militarist 
dictator is gone. 

The sands are running out fast, and I do 
urge, therefore, that this country should at 
once initiate proposals for a new world 
conference. But let us also urge that the 
conference will be as barren as its pre- 
decessors unless the “ have” nations enter 
it in the spirit of concession and sacrifice. 

That is what we really mean by pacifism. 
The golden rule for nations is: you can- 
not overcome armaments on the r_art of 
Germany by piling up greater armaments 
on your own side—simply because it is one 
of the fundamental laws of the universe 
that you cannot cast out Satan by Satan. 

The only way finally to defeat an enemy is 
to convert him into a friend, and that is 
the message and method of pacifism. 


L. E. Ibbotson 
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OUR Grace—On one occasion I 

offered you a public apology in 

connexion with a cartoon which 
: appeared in Peace News and seemed 
to some of us to constitute an unfair attack 
upon you. But many of us who have a very 
real respect both for you and the office which 
you hold have become increasingly disturbed 
by pronouncements which express your atti- 
tude to war in general and the present situation 
im particular. 

We know that such pronouncements are often regarded 
as having official significance and to some extent as com- 
mitting the Church to which we belong. Though that 
can never be the case we yet feel that we must publicly 
dissociate ourselves from some of those views which you 
have as publicly expressed. In particular we have been 
distresscd by the recent speech which Your Grace made 
in the House of Lords and by your broadcast earlier in 
the year. 

We appreciate the reference which you made to 
pacifists in the House of Lords, though we would hasten 
to assure you that we have tried “to think the whole 
matter out” under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
that there are at least some Christian pacifists whose 
training and position are a sufficient evidence of their 
ability to think things out. 

When we say, as you suggest, that consequences are no 
concerr of ours, it is because we believe that in this 
matter the first essential is te be clear about our prin- 
ciples. To us pacifism is a question of conviction, of 
faith. 

Would you suggest that we should abandon principles 
for expediency or cease in any other matter to endeavour 
to put faith into practice because of the consequences 
involved? Surely we both really agree that we cannot 
reckon in terms of consequences otherwise the very con- 
sequences of war seen in “the lessons of only twenty 
years ago of the folly and futility of war” would be 
sufficient to deter anyone from the use of it. 


* 


WOU have bidden us “ hope for the best and 
_ prepare for the worst.” If hope is the 
sister of faith and love how comes she in such 


queer company which denies her twin sisters ? 

Is not faitn the power to live as though the things we 
believe in were true so that we thus help to make them 
come true by living them, not denying them? Is not 
faith the very substance of things hoped for—the pre- 
paration of things hoved for and not their opposite? Is 
it not the very evidence which has to be given in the 
witness-box on oath without compromise—yes and if you 
will, in scorn of consequences? 

Is not love to be seen in terms of right relationships and 
the refusal to allow these to ke broken? Does not 
Christian Jove so plainly extend to the enemy that if that 
word appear at all in the Christian dictionary it is but 
to be defined as one to whom we have the greater obliga- 
tion to behave as though he were a friend. 

If preparation for the worst is to be seen in terms of 
armaments or cf participation in a scheme which though 
described as one of National Service is defined as one to 
make us ready for war, where is that which will prevent 
the worst from happening? That “they that take the 
sword shall perish by the sword” has surely been proved 
true in the history of armaments. 
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TEI us agree that there are “ some things more 

sacred even than peace ’—that peace is not 
an end in itself—that even liberty and freedom 
are not ends in themselves. Our end surely is 
to seek the Kingdom of God and the Righteous- 
ness of God so that peace and liberty, freedom 
and justice can come, not in terms of a bargain, 
but as a corollary. 

Let us agree that there are “some things that are so 
precious to civilization and human welfare that it is the 
will of Providence that nations should defend them.” 
The point is not whether they should be defended but 
how they can be defended, and we would plead that they 
cannot be defended by methods which are a denial of 
the Kingdom in which love is the only right by which 
the King rules and the only weapon which he dares 
to use. 

Forgive me, Your Grace, if I seem to over-simplify the 
matter as I put the question in this form: “If Christ 
would not permit a single sword to be used to protect 
His human body from death, have we any right to sup- 
pose that He desires the counterpart of that body in the 
Church of today to be protected by collective violence? 
If He Himself refused the method of revolt to win 
freedom and liberty for His own nation, can He now 
bid others to reverse the process? ” 

In point of fact, have any of these ideals which you 
now suggest should be defended by war either been 

chieved by war or protected by it in the past? Are 
they not all the fruits of the love which can endure all 
things and never fail? Do they not all express the spirit 
which will be ready to die for what it believes in but 
never to kill? 

Surely our ideals are safe from everything except the 
attempt to defend them by the wrong methods. 
Democracy and fascism are time-problems. Whether 
they stand or fall depends ultimately on how far they 
express the truest hopes of man. 

To attempt to destroy fascism from without is only 
to make it more powerful within its own stronghold 
and to increase its influence without as we ourselves 
become fascist in the process and precipitate a catas- 
trophe which must mean the disappearance both of 
organized Christianity as we know it and of democracy 
for years and years. 


cc 
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Bur perhaps Your Grace does not really 

contemplate war and prefers to believe in 
the possibility of a combination of nations so 
preponderantly strong as to make “ Hitler put 
a leash on his inordinate ambitions.” Incident- 
ally you said what seems to many of us to be 
a strange thing. “ We must be ready to accept 
help from whatever quarter it comes.” 

I know that you said that in direct reference to Russia 
but is it not true that in other days you have condemned 
Russia no less severely than you now condemn 
Germany? If this is to be a Holy Crusade, a gathering 
of the forces of Right against Wrong, may Satan himself 
receive an invitation to help to accomplish his own 
downfall? Is this the real meaning of massing Might 
on the side of Right? You believe that Germany is 
wrong if and when she claims that Might is Right; why 
then seek to mass Might on the side of Right? 

If Right cannot stand in its own strength and by its 
own methods, but requires Might to enforce and defend 
it, is that not to justify the assertion that Might is Right 
after all? At least you are giving to Might the final 
arbitrament, for in the clash of Might with Might no 
one can assert that the issue is governed by how much 
Right there is on either side. 

And surely we shall not again try to claim that all the 
Right is on our side, that Hitler alone is responsible for 
this game of “ power politics,” that his action alone is 
“flagrantly inconsistent with Christian principles ”? 
Should we not indeed be passing the surest judgment on 
him if we would but honestly judge ourselves? 

You describe Might as being the only terms which 
the German rulers appear to understand. If so, who 
taught this generation of Germans to speak that 
language? 

Did the Treaty of Versailles teach them another lan- 
guage? Is an economic blockade one way of massing 
Might behind Right? Did Right have to be so powerful 
when it was a question of dealing with a disarmed 
Germany? Have we ever shown to the German people 
that we so recognized the inherent justice of many of 
their claims that we would listen to the language of 
Right? And even now what in effect is Your Grace 
saying to Germany except “You believe in Might as 
the way of getting what you want, and we believe in 
Might as the way of stopping you from getting what 
you want.” 
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HOWEVER much we can and must sym- 

pathize with the Prime Minister in the 
rebuffs which he has suffered, we feel we must 
point out that this does not mean that the policy 
of appeasement has failed. 


The policy of appeasement was in point of fact never 
tried, for where was any real spirit of appeasement or 
any incentive to trust in a policy which backed the 


Munich Agreement by a speed-up in our armaments pro- 
gramme? Surely a true Father in God would have 
reminded the Prime Minister that though he might have 
been slapped on one cheek he still had another and have 
encouraged him to try, try, try again, since it is by the 
very persistency of forgiveness that love, while it never 
condones the offences, ultimately converts the offender. 


You ask “Is there no other force which can be brought 
in?’ and you reply, “I think there is, not a political force 
but a spiritual force.” Surely that is the first force 
which we as Christians ought to use and not something 
to be brought in as a supplement. Well indeed for us if 
our political and economic actions were shaped as the 
channel of spiritual forces, but the only forces we dare 
mass behind Right are the spiritual ones. 


If Christendom is to find a voice, as you desire, let it 
be heard in terms of reconciliation and redemption. Let 
it speak of the power of love in positive action, which 
does not deny justice to a people even though they 
acquiesce in a dictatorship, which does not embitter a 
situation by partial judgments but by non-violent resist- 
ance seeks to overcome evil with good. 


If, under Your Grace’s inspiration and the leadership 
of His Holiness the Pope, the Christian leaders of Europe 
could come together, could they not try to say what in 
our own economic and imperial policies is inconsistent 
with Christian principles? Could they not point the 
way by whch the political and economic leaders of the 
world might come together and find the basis of con- 
structive peace-making which could be its own answer 
to aggression? 


Would they not have to tell us if they are going to 
enunciate Christian principles that war is a denial of 
the fatherhood of God and a disruption of the brother- 
hood’of man? Would they not have to remind us that 
this is God’s world, that there is enough for all His 
people, and therefore that economic policies which 
involve the monopoly control of markets and raw 
materials or imperial policies which ultimately put 
vested interests as more sacred than human lives are 
inconsistent with His principles? “That freedom of 
speech and thought and freedom for the full develop- 
ment of personality must not be imperilled”” anywhere, 
especially within the sphere of our own influence? 


* 


1 conclusion, Your Grace, is it not true that 
could we but so seek the Kingdom of God 
and the Righteousness of God as to be prepared 


to set a limit upon the claims of national 
sovereignty, to do economic justice to others and by our 
own belief in the brotherhood of man secure that free- 
dom which is the right of all the children of God we 
should best secure the ends which we all have in view— 
because in the conflict of loyalties we should have given 
the first and final loyalty to Christ? 


Is not this the meaning of the Lambeth Report of 1930 
when it declares: 

“If we could make men hear the call of Christ as clearly 
as they heard the call of their country in the Great War, they 
would find a way of peace in the fellowship of common service. 
As the Body of Christ the Church is super-national. Its task 
is to consecrate national life. But it is false to its mission 
when it identifies itself with the claim of any nation to self- 
aggrandisement and disregard of the rights of other nations. 
God is no respecter of persons and nations. His fatherly love 
goes out impartially to all his children, and loyalty to our own 
country must be subordinate to the larger loyalty that we owe 
to the human race for which Christ died. Every Christian man 
is called to witness to this truth and to face the cost of his 
witness. We are called to work for a transformation of human 
character that will inspire a passionate hatred of injustice and 
falsehood and a passionate devotion to the living Christ. 

“We are often told that we cannot change human nature. 
If that were true Christianity would be founded on delusion. 
We are told that the Church in the past has not condemned 
war and has forfeited its right to pose as the champion of 
peace. We are not called upon to judge our fathers. We are 
called to follow the right as we see it. And if God has 
revealed to this generation the fundamental inconsistency 
between war and the fact of His fatherhood the more tremend- 
ous is our responsibility for witnessing to this truth. We dare 
not be disobedient to the vision of a world set free from the 
menace of war, nor shrink from any effort or sacrifice that 
will make that vision # reality.” 


Iam, Your Grace, 
With all respect, 
STUART D. MORRIL 
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The Press and the Crisis 


NOT SO RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION : 


WHAT WAS “FREEDOM” FOR 
INDIA CALLED “ SUBSERVIENCE ” 
FOR BOHEMIA 


By Reginald Reynolds 


HE Axis has been laid to the root of the tree. 
that something of the sort was bound to happen. 


We all knew 
Those 


ancestral voices which have long been prophesying war now 
ask us (some of them), “ Well, you said Versailles was a bad settle- 


ment: do you think this is a better one ?” 


No, we don’t. We 


think the events of the past weeks prove that Versailles has even 


more to answer for than we first 


And the tragic futility of the reaction to 
Hitler in this country becomes even clearer. 
We read of the unemployed marching to 
the Nazi headquarters in London and pre- 
senting a “notice to quit.” They object to 
“German Nazis” who “occupy good 
British mansions while British unemployed 
have to live in slums.” I hope we object to 
anybody living in any mansions while 
anyone else lives in a slum. 

But why this insistence on “Germans” 
and “ British”? Coming from the working 
class it is a terrible warning, for this is not 
the language of Keir Hardie, but of Horatio 
Bottomley. 

Here is another warning for those who 
can read it, written by a discerning French- 
man: 

“If Germany had won the War she would be 
one immense armed camp. Austria would no 
longer be independent. International treaties 
would be valueless... Jews would be treated 
worse than in the Middle Ages. .. The nations 
would live under the continual menace of 
another war... But luckily all this is purely 
imaginary, since Germany did not win the War.” 

What cynic, now unborn, will write our 
epitaph and measure our Pyrrhic victories? 


Right-about Turn 


It began almost casually. On that fateful 
Wednesday when Hitler marched into 
Czecho-Slovakia it was difficult to tell, from 
the posters in London, whether the Nazi 
coup or the South African cricket match 
was the more important event. They were 
running neck and neck. The leading article 
in the Evening Standard that evening 
(March 15) told us that “ Czecho-Slovakia 
has ceased to exist, but the cold fact is that 
it could never hope to exist. It was a ram- 
shackle State,” 

“A Ramshackle State ” was the title of 
this peculiarly callous article. 

“For long past,” it continued, “the Evening 
Standard has predicted that such a State was 
bound sooner or later to crumble. .. We must 
not delude ourselves into supposing that this 
ultimate act in a long-drawn-out drama in any 
way brings general war nearer to Europe... It 
gives us, in fact, a better chance of peace in the 
future. The collapse of Czecho-Slovakia is not 
the concern of the British people.” 

But somebody must have whispered 
something to the Editor of the Evening 
Standard, for two days later (March 17) it 
spoke in these terms, once more in its 
leading article: 

“The people of Britain have been stirred to 
their depths. In the Commons, in the press and 
about the country, a peace-loving nation has ex- 
pressed its horror at the manner in which one 
blow from a mailed fist has pulverized the 
Czecho-Slovakian State. The outcry has been 
unanimous. Every spurious claim used by the 
Nazi Government to excuse its acts of aggression 
has been torn to tatters. .. 

“Today, therefore, the chief call is for some 
public demonstration of Britain's will to build 
high the ramparts which guard our own home of 
freedom. .. The first need of the moment is to 
give expression to that resolve. It can only be 
done by the announcement by the British 
Government of a plan for national conscription.” 

Using the Crisis 

After the 1935 election Lord Baldwin 
admitted that he had used the Abyssinian 
crisis and the demand for action against 
Italy as a pretext for rearmament, because 
it appeared the only way to obtain a man- 
date from the electorate. The “sanctions ” 
he sought were sanctions to buiid planes 
and battleships. 

Munich was used to obtain a further 
speed-up and to recruit for “ National Ser- 
vice.” The crisis of March 15 has been 
made the overture for a conscription cam- 
paign, though it took some papers two days 
to realize it. 

It was not only Hitler who was “ per- 
jured”” by his coup Of March 15. Those 
who had sworn to defend what was left of 
Czecho-Slovakia for the second time shrank 
back from the appalling consequence of 
applying “ Collective Security ” in military 
terms. 


imagined. 


They argued that the guarantee only 
applied if the frontiers were agreed upon; 
and since Hitler had abolished the frontiers 
and taken the lot clearly their moral 
responsibility was at an end. 

I do not say that they should have done 
otherwise than they did: I only feel their 
ablutions were, like Pilate’s, a little too 
ostentatious. I remembered promises to 
Arabs and Abyssinians. ... 


Just Like India 


Then began the tornado of righteousness. 
Let us bear in mind that this mockery of 
“autonomy ” which Hitler has left to the 
Czechs is an almost exact covy of the con- 
stitutions beloved of British imperialism. 
Compare it with that of India, where 
Britain controls foreign policy and the 
army, with all the vital questions of finance, 
such as the national debt and the Service 
Estimates. 


Here, too, are governors and a viceroy 
with power to veto and even to govern by 
ordinances. Even the new Indian constitu- 
tion retains all this, with a limited property 
franchise for the sham councils and assem- 
blies such as Hitler has not yet imposed 
upon the Czechs. 

And now imagine that all the press has 
been saying about the new Czech constitu- 
tion is being said about India or the new 
arrangements being made for Palestine, 
where (as Hitler said about Czecho- 
Slovakia) we have to remain because there 
is disorder and the people cannot agree 
among themselves (&c., &c.): 

“Czechs under absolute German rule,” said the 
Daily Telegraph of March 17. “ What is granted 
by one article of Herr Hitler’s decree is imme- 
diaiely cancelled by another.” The leading 
article called this constitution (still think of 
India!) “a derisory farce... the Czechs will 


henceforward be the hewers of wood and drawers 
of water for their German masters.” 


Warning to Conquerors 


“The Czechs,” said the Manchester 
Guardian, “who have no enemies but the 
Germans, will be ‘protected’ by German 
garrisons. In truth they will be subjected 
to absolute subservience.” Very true. But 
change a few words and it is true of Britain 
and her colonies. 

And so one could go on—the Evening 
News found “every spark of freedom” 
stamped out by this constitution that Hitler 
copied from us. The Solicitor-General con- 
demned “the rule of force.” Mr. A. C. 
Crossley, MP, said the Czechs were now 
“7,000,000 slaves.” The Prime Minister 
found that liberty was worth even more 
than peace. 

But let us conclude with Sir Kingsley 
Wood, the Air Minister, and apply his words 
seriously to ourselves: “ History,” he said. 
“ shows that there is in all nations a strong 
latent opposition to foreign domination. It 
has rarely been successful: it never lasts.” 


Labour Movement Warned 
Against Conscription 


ay "THE net of Conscription is ready. It 

awaits only the most favourable 
moment to throw it over the people who are 
not ready for it.” This is the opening sen- 
tence of a manifesto circularized to the 
whole of the Labour movement by the No- 
Conscription League. 

“Within the Government’s scheme of 
National Service, employers already exert 
considerable pressure on their staffs and the 
seeds of industrial conscription are sown,” 
continues the manifesto. “The armaments 
ring refuses to have conscripted either their 
property or their profits; with this the Gov- 
ernment are content.” 

“We are being hurried into a totalitarian 
régime within which every man and 
woman is to be placed—willy-nilly—at the 
disposal of the Government for its own pur- 
poses. 


END OF FREEDOM 

“When conscription is accepted, fascism 
wins. The rights of free citizens within a 
democratic community are ended.” 

In a reference to the Labour movement 
the Manifesto says: 

“The National Council of Labour appeals for 
support for the Government's scheme of National 
Service, giving as its reason that ‘Britain must 
play its full part in collective security.’ Yet col- 
lective security is dead. Only a balance of 
capitalist powers remains. 

“They say Britain must ‘resist any intimi- 
dation of the fascist Powers’ while asserting that 
the Government cannot be trusted to resist the 
designs of these fascist Powers. 

“Why then do they call upon the Labour 
movement to support the organization of ser- 
vices which the Government cannot be trusted 
to use for any other purposes declared by the 
National Council of Labour to justify their use?” 


DETERMINED OPPOSITION 


The Manifesto says that the No-Conscrip- 
tion League is prepared to organize a deter- 
mined opposition to any Government which 
seeks to use such powers of compulsion as 
will enable it to call at will upon the 
workers to slaughter their fellows in other 
lands, and even in their own country. 

Meanwhile the opposition to the official 
attitude continues to grow in the Labour move- 
ment. The addition of three more trade unions 
and one divisional labour party brings up to 98 
the number of trades unions, trades councils, 
and labour parties which have expressed dis- 
agreement with the official view. 

Besides the forty more labour parties which, 
as we reported last week, have tabled resolutions 
opposing the National Service scheme for the 


;Labour Party annual conference, three labour 


parties and one trade union have tabled reso- 
lutions against conscription. 


Typical criticisms of National Service 
were made at a meeting in Camden Town 
at which the management of the Gas, Light 
& Coke Company answered questions from 
their employees about the company’s 
National Service scheme. (One meeting 
had already been called by the Camden 
Town works committee, at which men had 
demanded an opportunity to question the 
management.) 


An active member of the Peace Pledge Union 
engaged the management in an argument which 
lasted some time. Its main theme was, “If you 
prepare for war, you will certainly get war.” 

Other points raised dealt with Workmen's 
Compensation in the event of men being killed 
or injured, and working conditions and rates of 
pay. No answer was given on the first point, and 
no satisfactory answer on the second. 


It is understood that there are few, if any, 
volunteers under the scheme. 


A resolution opposing conscription “in every 
form, as it is the negation of the spirit of liberty 
and personal freedom on which our democracy 
is built’ was adopted by the annual council 
meeting of the Women’s International League 
last week. - 


Refused to Join 
A.R.P.: Sacked 


(continued from page one) 


each employee received a notice stating: 
“In the event of an air raid warning you 
will go to Air Raid Post number .. .” 


On being assured by the firm’s air raid | 


warden that air raid drill was compulsory, 
Mr. Bayntun intimated that he could not 
comply with the instructions. Whether he 
would do so in war-time or not, that was 
a hypothetical situation, he said, and had 
nothing to do with air raid drill in peace- 
time, which he maintained was producing 
a war mentality. 

An air raid practice followed almost im- 
mediately, but Mr. Bayntun continued 
with his work. Afterwards the works 
manager sent for him and said: “As you 
refused to comply with a reasonable re- 
quest, I can see no other alternative but 
for you to go.” 

Mr. Bayntun, who had been with the 
firm 12 years, was obliged to leave next 
day. 


____ Out Again 
on Thursday 


A® next Friday is Good Friday, 

Peace News will be published 
and on sale con Thursday. Copies 
which are dispatched from the Peace 
News office will therefore be sent on 
Wednesday. 

Orders for quantities should be sent 
in as soon as possible, in view of the 
publication one day early (though the 
issue will be dated Friday). 


When Hitler Would 
Have Negotiated 


THE belief that Hitler would have atten- 
ded a conference two years ago to 
settle economic problems, was expressed by 
Mr. George Lansbury when he addressed a 
meeting in the Victoria Hall, Sheffield. 
Organized by the Methodist Mission, with 
the support and covuperation of the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation, the meeting was attended by 2,000 
people and an overflow meeting had to be 
held in a nearby chapel. 

WHAT HITLER BELIEVES 
“Hitler believes,” said Mr. Lansbury, 
“rightly or wrongly, that Great Britain, 
America, France, and Russia possess nearly 
the whole of the world which is worth 
having. 4 
“He believes we intend to maintain 
supremacy over everybody else in the 
world I want to challenge him and 
the German people—tell them that. Britain 
knows imperialism has failed and is ready 
now to start turning a new leaf.” 
Recalling his mission to Germany two 
years ago, Mr. Lansbury said he believed 
that it he could have told Hitler then that 
Britain would waive imperialism and was 
willing to help in rebuilding Europe and 
the world, Hitler could not have kept this 
from the people. If he had not accepted he 
would have lost the people’s support. . 
“What we have to face up to today,” he said, 
“js that mankind has reached a point in develcp- 
ment when it cannot go on in the old ways. 
Everywhere in the world millions of people 
were going hungry. It was this hunger which 
drove men to revolution on the Continent. It 
was poverty and destitution which created 
Fascism and Bolshevism. ; 

“I think Christendom has no place in the 
world unless it is able to say to mankind—this 
Gospel is a gospe} for this life as well as for the 
life to come.” , 

Canon Stuart Morris said that it was not 
pacifism which had been tried and found wanting 
today, but other policies. There was only one 
hope for the world, and that lay in the expres- 
sion in political and economic affairs of the 
Gospel of Redemption. ; 
The chairman, the Rev. E. Benson Perkins, 
declared that the present was not a time for 
strong speaking, but for strong thinking. 


To Stop Hitler Without 
War 


A cal! for immediate united action by the 
world’s working-class movements, to stop 
Hitler without war was made by Mr. 
Fenner Brockway in last week’s New 
Leader. 

He suggested the calling of an inter- 
national congress of such movements to 
appoint an international general staff to 
direct the struggle against fascism, imper- 


ialism and war. 

“The congress should say to Hitler,” he added, 
“that any move on his part to extend the area 
of fascism will be met at once by the refusal of 
the organized working class of the world to 
make or transport supplies to Germany which 
would assist him in his purpose.” The congress 
would also “give direct large, and constant 
assistance to the anti-fascist working-class forces 
in the fascist countries,” would mobilize the 
workers for the overthrow of capitalism, and 
would make it “quite clear that the working- 
class movement will not tolerate war.” 

Mr. Brockway added that at the present time 
there was more promise of resistance to war in 
the fascist countries than in the ‘“ democratic.” 


b= 


“Youth House” Hostel 


for Refugees 


The refugee hostel established at Tring, 
Herts., by members of Youth House 1s now 
equipped and operating. . 

Harmonious working with the group of nine 
Austrians now in occupation is reported. These 
refugees will go to the Colonies or Dominions 
after one or two years. Training in farming is 
developed in conjunction with the Society of 
Friends, which has also sponsored the scheme. 

The extension of the hostel, by the Interna- 
tional Voluntary Service for Peace and by Youth 
House, to more than double its present size has 
tegun. It may be possible later to accommodate 
two or three English unemployed. 

Members of Youth House are anxious to see 
chains of similar hostels started and think that 
their experience may assist others facing similar 
problems. To those with such intentions they 
will be pleased to give advice or arrange visits. 
Youth House is an international and democratic 
body of young people with a community and club 

centre at 250 Camden Road, London, N.W.1}, 
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BOOKS 


Penguins, Pacifists and 


Philosophers 


By ROY WALKER 


Why War? By Dr.C. E. M. Joad. Penguin 
Special. 6d. 


N The Shape of Things to Come H. G. 

Wells describes the future destruction 

of the penguins, who show neither fright 
nor resistance. They are too stupid. 

But are they incurably stupid? The 
Philosopher (himself a penguin) in Anatole 
France’s Penguin Island is asked why he 
has “ composed a sort of moral tale in which 
he represented in a comic and lively fashion 
the diverse actions of men” mingled with 
“several passages from the history of his 
own country.” He yeplies that “ when they 
see their actions travestied in this way and 
lopped of all which flattered them, the 
penguins will judge better, and, perhaps, 
becume morc reasonable.” 


Stupidity and War 

Tike Penguin Philosopher’s answer well 
describes what Dr. C. E. M. Joad sets out to 
do in his new Penguin Special, Why War? 
Although he devotes a short section to the 
fact of stupidity he believes that people 
are at bottom reasonable. 

In this lies his main hope for the aboli- 
tion of war The conditions necessary for 
the suceess of reason are discussed in a con- 
cluding chapter which is, in many ways, 
the best in the book. 

Why War? commences with a résumé of 
the September crisis and proceeds to a 
statement of Left-Wing policy which is ex- 
amined at length and finally rejected. Dr. 
Joad then lays down his general utilitarian 
principles and gives a comprehensive out- 
line of the materialist case for pacifism. 
Most of the cortentions and many of the 
facts are already well known to pacifists, 
but the argument is developed with such 
precision, the opposing theories are so 
iucidly stated, that the book should on no 
account be overlooked: it is a triumph of 
exposition. 


A Force for Authority? 


Dr. Joad has said elsewhere that he is 
interested in human beings because they 
differ. His own) difference from the 
*“ absolute’ pacifists proves to be the most 
interesting aspect of his latest book. 

Believing in pacifism as a short-term (or 
at most medium-term) policy leading to the 
establishment of international law adminis- 
tered by international government through 
an international police force, he says (p. 
177) “Now force used as an instrument of 
world authority is one thing; force used 
as the instrument of self-interest is an- 
cther.’ In this context the statement is 
one with which some pacifists may be in- 
clined to disagree. 

Here one of the limits of Dr. Joad's 
argument is reached and to pursue the 
matter would be beyond the scope of his 
present book. But one would like to know 
his answer to the difficult question, “ What 
forces the police force?” 

What is to prevent the police force 
asserting that if they are good enough to 
execute the law they (or their generals) are 
good enough to make it? And if the moral 
authority of an international government 
is alors sufficient to control the activities 
and allegiance of a large armed force, why 
is it insufficient to control the unarmed 
masses? 


The Christian Ethic 


Again, Dr. Joad’s attitude to Christianity 
is interesting, and one would like to know 
more. He concludes (p. 156) that “ when 
and only when everybody accepts the 
Christian ethic, and tries to act in accord- 
ance with it, the use of force to restrain 
aggressors and back the law will become 
unnecessary.” So, although not himself a 
Christian, he attaches utilitarian value to 
the Christian ethic. 

But, as he points out (p. 144), “ no modern 
community has ever taken Christ seriously 
to the extent of conducting its affairs for 
five minutes on the assumption that He 
meant what He said, or that what He said 
was true.” None the less, if the Christian 


ethic is of value one would like to hear Dr. 
Joad on the conditions in which it may be 
expected to flourish. 

If his international police force worked 
according to plan I can see no reason why 
anyone should bother much about living up 
to the Christian ethic. One would not 
have to conquer evil by good; one would 
simply ring for the police. 


Not Just Negative 


The discussion on the power and limits 
of non-violence in the chapter on “The 
State and the Individual” is a little disap- 
pointing, since Dr. Joad treats it as though 
non-violence only commences at the 
moment of invasion. To the general reader 
it may not be obvious that the non-violent 
resister would have behind him all the 
advantage of having carried through the 
“Positive Policy for Peace” which is out- 
lined in a later chapter. 

Pacifism is only non-resistance in the 
same sense as militarism is non-loving kind- 
ness. The negative terminology is  in- 
finitely misleading. 

On one point there is apparent misrepre- 
sentation. Summing up George Lans- 
bury’s conversation with Hitler, Dr. Joad 
makes Hitler say “if you want your con- 
ference to succeed, leave me out of it” 
which seems to imply that Germany would 
not attend. This is hardly the same as Mr. 
Lansbury’s own version (My Quest for 
Peace, p. 139): 

“He (Herr Hitler) expressed some doubt as to 
the success of such a conference, but at the cnd 


of our conversation we agreed to the following 
statement: 


“Germany will be very willing to attend a 
conference and take part in a united effort to 
establish economic cooperation and mutual 
understanding bectween the nations of the 
world if President Reosevelt or the head of 
another great country will take the lead in 
calling such a conference.” 


But, as a whole, the book is an extremely 
valuable contribution and it is likely to have 
considerable success both with students 
and with the Left-Wing movement. It isa 
little odd to think that, although the Peace 
Pledge Union only appears in a footnote 
and then only because an acknowledgment 
is made to one of its members, Why War? 
is likely to bring in many new recruits to 
the movement. We should be duly grate 
ful to our Penguin Philosopher. 


oe 


“Blue Funk” 


The theme of the article “ Blue Funk,” by 
A. Ruth Fry, which was published in last 
week’s Peace News, is developed more 
fully in a leaflet published by her under the 
same title. Copies of the leaflet (price 1d. 
each) are obtainable from Miss Fry, at 
Thorpeness, Suffolk. 


“Immense Risk ” of Peace 


“Don’t grudge the companies their 
profits. Armament firms are entitled to 
high dividends because they run immense 
trading risks. If there had been peace, or 
Germany had remained a democracy, or 
Europe had devoted itself to peaceful de- 
velopment, these firms would have sus- 
tained huge losses.” 

—Daily Express leading article. 


In spite of everything 


FOREIGNERS 


is as topical as next week's news 


CHRISTOPHER HOLLIS 


"does excellent service in showing that 


diplomatic controversy nearly always has 


two sides: he knows his facts." 
—GEORGE GLASGOW, "The Observer." 


AREN’T KNAVES 


"He has an exceptional talent for seeing 


and expounding all sides of a question... 


the Munich Agreement, collective security, 


Spain, the Colonies problem, Italy, and 


many other matters .. . he makes the clash 


of ideas exciting and entertaining." 
—ROBERT LYND in the “ News Chronicle." 


ahs 


"FOREIGNERS AREN'T FOOLS" 


LONGMANS 


net — 


10,000 


sold over 


March 31, 1939 


Arms Estimates 
Don’t Make 


Sense 


Here is another “man-in-the-street” 
view of the latest arms Estimates. It 
comes from Edinburgh. 

| 


THE first thing that strikes me about the 
defence Estimates is that they don’t 
make sense. 

With the income tax at 5s. 6d. already, 
with the very obvious reluctance of all 
peoples to suffer a war, with bankruptcy 
imminent on all sides, with Cabinet Minis- 
ters repeatedly saying that the arms race 
is disastrous insanity, with the Premier’s 
frank statement that he doubts if we can 
raise the money, they are fantastic. Add 
to all this that the more everyone prepares 
for defence the more insecure they all feel, 
and it is bedlam outbedlamed. 


* 


But I firmly believe that, if you can only 
find it, there is a good reason for every- 
|thing that men do. 
/cases, it must be 
surface. 

Here we find an illuminating fact. The 
arms trade is about the only one which 
can be carried on almost indefinitely in- 
dependently of consumption, and very 
largely independently of imports. Inter- 
national trade is at present strangled by 
tariffs, so in a desperate attempt to keep 
men at work, one government after 
another has turned to armaments. 

Having done so they are in the position 
of motorists on a slippery road. They dare 
not brake suddenly, and prefer to chance 
increased speed in hopes of avoiding col- 
lision. As they are all going the same 
way, there is sense in this: if there is a 
mix-up, the one in front will have the best 
chance of escape. But it is a terrible risk. 


In this, as in many 
sought beneath the 


* 


The way out is clear. Spend the money 
on productive work—i.e., work which will 
stimulate consumption. It must comprise 
heavy demands on steel and other native 
materials, it must allow for profits, and it 
must give men a chance of trying them- 
selves out to the uttermost. It must, in 
fact, utilize the present economic system 
and offer men the fulfilment they seek in 
war. 

Peace Pledge Union groups might well 
employ themse!ves in evolving schemes on 
these lines. The Government would be 
only too thankful for practical suggestions. 


S. A. WICKSTEED 


| Allin n Maze | 


VICE VERSA 


Peace is a great evil, war a great boon; 
peace is our death, war our life; peace 
scatters us, war brings us together; peace 
kills the good, war is their mainstay; peace 
is for the wicked, war for the true Christian. 
To him ‘therefore who desires sweet rest, 
an. the recovery of his true liberty, war is 
necessary, peace worthless. 

L’ABBE DE LA FRENADE. 
Les Triomphes du Roy, 1609. 


The above is an extract from the Peace 
and War anthology “ All in a Maze,” by 
Daniel George, with some assistance from 
Rose Macaulay. It is published by Collins, 
6s. net, 
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MAURICE 


ROWNTREE, 


Responsibility Throughout 
The Movement 


a formative and critical stage 

of its history. We all desire to 
grow in effectiveness, both person- 
ally and as a united movement. And 
to this end we need, not only a surer 
grasp of the problem before us, but 
also enough organization of the right 
sort (and not too much) to give to 
the life of the movement its fullest 
scope. 

What we decide at the Annual General 
meeting concerning the three alternative 
proposals mentioned in Peace News on 
March 3 (p. 5) will affect for better or for 
worse the whole future development of 
the PPU. 

Now how ‘are we so to create life and 
power within our movement that it may 
change world policy in the direction of 
sanity, justice, and good will? Firstly, as 
individuals, by making ourselves efficient 
for the job. But also, throughout the move- 

,ment, by stimulating and encouraging per- 


Tai Peace Pledge Union is in 


‘sonal conviction, responsibility and initia- 


tive in every one of our members, so that 
they may feel that they have an effective 
share in what is done, not only locally, but 
at headquarters. 


* ~ * 


WEACE and true democracy (which 

means comradeship and consultation 
together in the search for and practice of 
truth) are inseparable. They are insepar- 
able because both are based upon rever- 
ence for every human being as a person 
whose views have the right to be heard 
and considered. 

We al} agree that our organization needs 
to be as efficient as possible. Should an- 
other crisis occur, we want to be able to 
act decisively and rapidly. That can be 
done if we have a small executive which 
meets frequently, and can be called to- 
gether at a few hours’ notice. 


Action and Leadership 


But what is far more important even 
than rapid action is that we keep together 
and act together because we all have a 
common purpose. It is of no use for one 
person to act quickly if he is the only 
person to act, 

Nor can those whose basis of action is 
their personal conviction consent to pocket 
that conviction and follow like sheep any 
leader, however good. We cannot act with 
full comradeship and united purpose if 
policies are decided for us for which we 
have taken insufficient responsibility, and 
with which we may not agree. 

Each individual who discovers truth by 
that discovery influences others and there- 
in exercises leadership. No individual sees 
the whole truth; therefore no individual 
can rightly monopolize leadership even for 
aday. For a greater truth may at any 
moment be discoyered by someone else, 
and it is the greater truth, not the less, 
which should guide the cooperating group. 

True leadership in a pacifist society is 
therefore the opportunity for the leader- 
ship of all. 


+. . * 


Y HAPPEN as a Quaker to belong to a 
body of people who recognize no head- 
ship but that of God or, if you prefer so to 
put it, but that of truth. We seek truth as 
‘a society, and any individual is free to put 
before the meeting whatever he feels to 
be right. 
The duty of our clerk is never to devise 
a policy for the rest, but to discover and 
record the sense of the meeting. Important 
and necessary as is the pioneering work 
of individuals, I believe that it is funda- 


« mental to the true spirit of peace-making, 


that responsibility for the shaping of policy 
should be shared. 

In considering how to be most efficient it 
is necessary that we keep clearly in our 
minds the difference between the shaping 
of policy and the carrying out of policy. 

Responsibility for the shaping of policy 
should ke taken by the movement. respon- 


PEACE NEWS 


: Speaking Personally ve on the’ 


calls for . . 


sibility for carrying it out should be taken 
by the individual. The executive officer 
responsible for the job should be given all 
necessary freedom to act rapidly and effec- 
tively in arranging his Albert Hall meet- 
ing or what not, in conformity with the 
general policy laid down. 


Responsibility for Policy 

But Proposal (C) to entrust a leader 
“with full responsibility for the policy of 
the PPU ” is to my mind a violation of the 
principle of the personal responsibility of 
us all for policy, and therefore subversive 
of the true life of the movement. MHow- 
ever excellent any individual may be, if 
we make him leader in matters of policy, 


HE last contributor to the series 
“Speaking Personally,” Andrew 
Stewart, discussed the task and 
organization of the Peace Pledge 
Union. This week Maurice L. 


Rowntree, the twentieth contributor 
under the heading “Speaking Per- 
sonally,” gives his point of view. Next 


weck’s writer will be 
Captain PHILIP 8. MUMFORD 


“ Speaking Personally ” is a forum 
for the expression of individual 
views, which must not be taken as 
necessarily representing those of the 
Peace Pledge Union or of “Peace 
News.” 


we put him in a false position, unfair both 
to himself and to the rest of us. In passing 
may I point out.that Dick Sheppard’s rela- 
tion to the movement as founder was quite 
unique, and can never be repeated. 

I trust that-we shall once and for all dis- 
card all proposals to entrust leadership in 
matters of policy to any one individual. 
Some delegation of function to smaller 
groups within the movement there must, 
of course, be, because time, distance and 
expense inevitably set limits to the free 
expression of every individual. 


Individual Initiative 


But here a-method long used by the 
Society of Friends, which confers the pos- 
sibility of initiative upon every member, 
may prove valuable to us also. 

Any member of the Society who has 
what is called “a concern,” that is, what 
he feels to be a serious and urgent matter 
upon his mind, has the right to bring it 
before the Quaker Executive Committee, 
the Meeting for Sufferings. Less urgent 
matters are brought up to that Meeting 
through the channel of local, monthly and 
quarterly meetings. 

Also the Standing Committees of the 
Society of Friends on peace, education and 
the rest have, and constantly exercise, the 
right to send up proposals for the consider- 
ation of Meeting for Sufferings. I should 
like to see every member, group, region 
and area in the PPU given encouragement 
to bring matters of importance before the 
Executive Committee of the movement. I 
see no reason why the right should be 
abused amongst us any more than it is in 
the Society of Friends. 

I hope also we shall encourage indivi- 
duals who have some special common in- 


«terest within the PPU to unite to share 


and to promote it, be that interest re- 
ligious, ethical, economic, political, or what 
not. 

-Great care must, of course, always be 
taken to be positive and inclusive, to put 
first the welfare of the movement as a 
whole. Such groups should be free to issue 
literature, provided that they made it per- 
fectly clear that they do it upon their own 
responsibility “only. 


> * 5 


DETURNING to Policies (a) and (b) I 
suggest that (b) has the advantage of 
offering a closer link between the move- 
ment and headquarters. 
There would naturally be full freedom 
to elect any of the present Sponsors upon 


future of the Peace Pledge Union, 


the new executive, and to choose others to 
form an Advisory Committee which I; 
should like to see meeting with the execu- 
tive in joint session whenever (as is likely 
to be often) important questions of larger 
policy arise. 

Some of our present Sponsors are unable 
to attend Sponsors’ meetings regularly, but 
feel that they can help us best by pursuing 
their own vocations as authors, politicians, 
&c. I am sure we should wish to retain | 
their help in whatever capacity they feel 
best able to serve us. 

Our movement will succeed only if there 
is mutual trust and cooperation throughout 
every part of it. And to secure that mutual 
trust and cooperation the responsibility 
and initiative of all must be welcomed and 
encouraged. 


Nationalism 


WE cannot discuss nationalism without 

first defining the word “nation,” and 
the only definition which covers the 
ground is “a community organized for 
war.” 


It is clear that a nation is not a racial | 
entity, since many millions of Negroes are ! 
nationals of the United States; it is not a 
linguistic entity, since the Swiss nation is 
composed of speakers of German, French 
and Italian; it is not even a geographical 
entity, since the German nation is ‘eut in 
two by Poland, and the Swiss Canton of 
Ticino is geographically as well as linguis- 
tically part of Italy. 


The definition given above is that recog- 


nized by the League of Nations, which ad- 

mits to membership a community, however 

small, which has an army of its own, but 

refuses admission to a community, however | 
large, whose autonomous powers do not. 
include the provision of armed forces. 


California is not now entitled to member- 
ship; but if a revolution were to divide it 
among a dozen bloodthirsty dictators, each 
of these could be represented at Geneva. 


A nationalist is thus a person who wishes 
to surround himself, and those who can be 
induced to conspire with him, with a 
closely and aggressively guarded military 
frontier, and incidentally to prevent as far 
as possible that cross-fertilization of ideas 
which always has been and always must be 
the sole insurance against the relapse into 
barbarism which perpetually threatens all 
human communities. 


Krupps Armament Trust has increased its 
earnings during the current year from 311,000.000 
marks to 352,000.000. Dividends have been 
raised from five to six per cent. In order to 
save super-tax, about 56.000,000 marks have been 
written off on depreciation of buildings. 


—Reynolds News, March 26. 
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Christian Case 
for Pacifism 


The answer to some of the arguments 
based upon the Bible which are given in 
attempting to convince the pacifist of his 
error is contained in a new Pucifist Hand- 
book now being prepared in America. 

The case for the pacifist, the handbook 
says, does not depend on his ability to match 
text for text with his adversary. although 
he can do that with confidence, but upon 
the action of Jesus and the eariy Christians 
in refusing to use force in their own de- 
fence. The unwillingness on their part in- 
volved a repudiation of hatred and violence. 
and also the application of another method 
of dealing with evil, overcoming it with 
good. 


Arms Drive Sends Profits 


Soaring 


The following figures of profits of five 
British firms in 1934, before rearmameént 
started, and in’1938, when the rearmament 
programme was in its stride, show how 
profits have rocketed under the impulse of 
the arms drive: 


1934 1938 
na £ 
Vickers ce 970.352 .3,398.853 
Cammell Laird 29,173 253,907 
Swan, Hunter as APHT29 440,132 
Lancs. Steel Corp. .. 198.382 393,396 
Brit. Port Cement .. 296.106 662,094 


£1,705,742 £3,148,582 


Talks on War Resistance 


Abroad 


The following group talks have been arranged 
by the War Resisters' International group of 
speakers: 

April 6, WANDSWORTH; Sydney P. Larcombe. 

» 13, CUFFLEY; Stanley Cooper. 

» 18, RICHMOND; Sydney P. Larcombe. 

» 19, RUISLIP; Miss Mabel Baker. 

» 24, ASHTEAD and LEATHERHEAD PPU; 

Sydney P. Larcombe. 

» 28, NAILSWORTH; Harold F. Bing. 

3, NEW SOUTHGATE; Stanley Cooper. 

F 5, CANNING TOWN FoR; C. E. Harring- 

ton. 

une 5, LEWISHAM PPU; Sydney P. Larcombe. 
July 14, HOLBORN and St. PANCRAS PPU; 

Eric L. Dixan. 

On dates to be fixed: TROWBRIDGE, Harold 
F. Bing; HAMMERSMITH, Stanley Cooper; 
HASTINGS, Sydney P. Larcombe; EYNSFORD, 
Sydney P. Larcombe. 


Any other groups in or near London, or in the 
Bristol, Leeds, or Manchester areas, wishing to 
hear about the work for war resistance being 
done abroad, should communicate with: Mr. 
Sydney P. Larcombe, Ridge Cottage, Wildernesse 
Mount, Sevenoaks, Kent; or Miss Grace M. 
Beaton, Gen. Secretary, War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


Out-of-date Trenches 


At the inquest on a five-years-old boy whc 
was killed by failing through the roof of an 
ARP trench in Edinburgh, an engineer 
said that the tvpe of roof used in the trench 
was abandoned during the Great War be- 
cause men gathered below it and a direct © 
hit caused heavy casualties. 

The Precurator-Fiscal: So although it was 
done away with during the War it is nowa 
recommendation of the Home Office?— 
Presumably. 


build Jerusalem and the 


What is our Duty—toward God and toward Man ? 


That is the question we are all asking ourselves. Is 
there any difference between the mental fight to 


Fascism ? Can Satan be cast out by Satan? Can 
Britain’s fight to retain pre-eminence in the struggle 
for the world’s international markets be sanctified 
as the effort to “ put might behind right” ? 


Read “The Causes of the European Crisis” in 


“The Adelphi” for April which is just published. 


Price Sevenpence, post free. 


The Adelphi, 12 Woodside, Erskine Hill, London, N.W.11. 


physical fight to crush 


a ee 
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PPU Page PEACE 


Why Did You Join the P.P.U.? 


SOME ANSWERS RECEIVED © 


by David 


John Barclay has been in Ireland 
this week, and in place of his usual 
notes we are publishing this article by 
David Spreckley. John Barclay will 
be bact® in “ Peace News” next week, 
when he will doubtless have something 
to say about the “Irish question.” 


* 


HE Peace Pledge Union member is an. 


interesting bird, and his species is so 
varied that it is almost impossible to think 
or talk about him “on the average.” But, 
nevertheless, in an endeavour to find out a 
little more of how his mind works, and of 
what.he is made, I sent out a questionnaire 
at the beginning of the year asking for the 
following information from those who 
joined the PPU during 1938. 

I asked whether they they were:-- 

(as Converts; 

or (b) Pacifists already: 
and whether they were converted and/or persu- 
aded to join through: — 

(i) Public meetings; 

(ii) Attendance at group discussions; 

Gii) Conversation with individual members; 

(iv) Reading pamphlets; 

«v) Reading a book; 

(vi) Any other form of propaganda; 

Although I only received some 150 
answers, the results were most illuminating. 

To begin with, there were apparently 
more of the (b) category than (a) joining 
last year, in the ratio of about 55 (b)s to 
45 (a)s. I do not believe, however, that this 
gives a quite accurate picture. As one 
correspondent has pointed out to me, we all 
prefer to think that we have always been 
as sensible as we are now and there is a 
natural unwillingness to admit a change of 
outlook. 

But the most outstanding, the most im- 
portant, and the most cheering point was 
that method (iii)—conversation with indi- 
vidual members—was by far the most suc- 
cessful, being responsible for sixty percent 
of the (a)s and 25 percent of the (b)s. Public 
mectings and pamphlets came next, Aldous 
Huxley's What are you going to do about it? 
being the most effective of these. 


* 


We may all draw different conclusions 
from these results but, for me, two definite 
facts emerge from them. 

Firstly, there is still a mass of people who 
have never even heard of the PPU. This 
means that publicity is still as valuable as 
ever. Whether it be in poster parade or 
Ritz luncheon, energy expended on just 
plain publicity will not be wasted. 

Secondly, these results seem to me to 
prove that we are right in stressing the 


The Notice 
Board 


Items’ must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 

Kingston and Surbiton group now has a pitch 
in Kingston Market Place for open-air meetings 
on Sunday evenings at 7.45 p.m. Peace News 
sellers wanted. 

Liverpool.—Peace Group will meet Mondays 
at 7.30 p.m. in Friends' Meeting House, Hunter 
Street. 

Westminster group.—This group now meets on 
Thursdays at & p.m., instead of Wednesday: as 
formerly, at the Baptist Church, Horseferry 
Road. 

Hall Green Community will hold a weekly 
gathering on Sunday (Apftil 2), commencing at 
9.30 am Mr. Theodore Harris will speak on 
“Cooperation and Community.” 


Poster Parades 
There will be poster parades and Peace News 
selling from Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, every Saturday at 6.45 p.m. 


‘Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Gravesend.—New Road every Friday from 6.30 
to 8 p.m. Write Donald Port, 143, Singlewell 
Road. Gravesend. 

Richmond.—April 8 and 15. Write G. D. Piper, 
97 Sandycombe Road, Richmond, Surrey. 

Sparkhill, and Sparkbrook.—Members here 
wish to maintain six selling posts every Friday 
(5.30 to 8 p.m.). Write Ronald A. King, 370 
Sarehole Road, Halt Green, Birmingham, 28 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday (4.30 to 8.30 p.m.) for 
hour or more Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 22 Hem- 
yock Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham 29 


Miscellaneous 

Volunteers wanted to poster parade or sell 
“Peace News* on June 3, at open-air meeting, 
Tonbridge. Also volunteers to help run Peace 
Book Shop, June 3 to 9. 
Secretary, 20 Barden Park Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent. 

Learn German quickly.—War Resisters’ Inter- 
national highly recommend refugee friend teach 
German privately or classes arranged by groups 
in London area. Also coaching for examination. 
Necessary to earn. Apply WRI, 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 

Liverpool.—Anyone in this district desiring 
peace literature, posters, leaflets, &c., is invited 
to call on Mondays or inquire from M. Muriel 
Shearer, 44 Oxford Road, Bootle. Liverpool, 20. 


Write: Tonbridge | 


Spreckley | 


importance of the individual as opposed to 
the organization. It is the individual, talk- 
ing in the morning train, chattering at the 
women's bun-fight, thinking things out, 
working things out, spreading pacifism in! 
this little way and that, who is the Alpha 
and Omega of the PPU. 


* 

It is not so important, then, if in our, 
groups the meetings are small, the special 
campaigns seem to flop, or the organization 
is not as efficient as it might be. A group 
is a good one if all its members ere fully 
conscious of this obligation and this power 
that they have as individual pacifists. 

One special campaign deserving mention 
in this connexion is that carried out so 
successfully by the Lewisham Group. They! 
visited 1,500 houses once a week for six; 
weeks, leaving a different leaflet each time 
and ending up with an explanatory letter. 
nis resulted in 20 signatories, much inter- 
est, and a column in the local paper. Mr. ! 
A. A. Vincent, 405 Hither Cveen Lane, S. E6| 
would furnish all particulars to any Group | 
wishing to copy the scheme. 


What the Groups are Doing 


At the second Annual General Meeting 

of the North Wales Area. held in 
Bangor, over sixty delegates heard of the 
excellent progress made during the past 
twelve months and of plans for the future 
from the Rev. J. P. Davies, the Rev. T. 
Arthur Jones, Mr. Richard Bishop and 
others. 

Lady Artemus Jones made an eloquent appeal 
for pecuniary help in supporting a young 
Viennese Jewish refugee student who had just 
heen admitted ta complete his medical course at 
the University of Liverpool, largely through the 
good offices of Dr. O. Vaughan Jones, of Bangor, 
the well-known gynaecologist. (Donations and 
Promises of subscriptions will be gratefully re- 
ceived by Lady Artemus Jones, “Gorffwysfa," 
Llanugst.) 

Mr. John Barclay, in a rousing address on 
“National Service and ARP,” rejected all partici- 
pation by pacifists in this part of the Govern- 
ment scheme for trying to defeat foreign fascism 
by imposing fascism on our own people. He 
claimed that the Peace Pledge Union was en- 
gaged in the only true “National Service.” 

A committee for the ensuing year was elected, 
headed by the following officers: Chairman, the 
Rev. J. P. Davies (Portmadoc); Vice-chairman, 
Lady Artemus Jones (Llanrwst) and Mr. R. W. 
King (Bangor); Treasurer, Mr. J. Manford Jones 
(Wrexham); Secretaries, Mrs. C. B. Huws and 
Mr, R. E. Holland (Dolwyddelen). 


Brighton’s Record Meeting 
ORD PONSONBY and Miss Vera Brittain 
addressed a very successful meeting in The 
Dome, Brighton, recently. About 1,500 people 
were present (a record attendance for Brighton) 
and numerous questions were asked. 


King’s Lynn Open-Air Meeting 
N open-air meeting at the Walks Gates 
(King’s Lynn) recently was addressed by 
Mr. A. W. Youngs and Mr, F. P. Ball, with R. G. 
Errington in the chair. 

A lively and interested crowd of 200 provided 
some heckling, but were reminded that PPU 
members followed the road they thought ted to 
peace, and would be glad if members of the 
audience would think about it. 


Gobowen Easter Weekend 
AS Easter week-end gathering will be held 

jointly by the Gobowen group and the 
Levenshulme (Manchester) group of the PPU 
commencing on the morning of Good Friday 
and concluding at noon on Easter Monday. 
Particulars can be obtained from Mr. H. 
Kennedy, 33, Ferndale Gardens, Kingsway, 
Manchester, 19. 


DR. C. E. M. JOAD 


Answers the Left Wing Case 


NEWS 


SUMMER 
CONFERENCE 


July 29—August 8 


THE Peace Pledge Union will hold 
its summer conference at Pannal 
Ash College (near) Harrogate. Now 
is the time to send your applications 
to JOHN BARCLAY for the Confer- 
ence. 


SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS THIS 
YEAR: 
1. International Conference— 


2. Cost—3%s. 6d. per week ; 
10 days. 


3. 250-300 places. 


4. Wonderful situation @G 
walk from moors). 


30s. for 


Eight tennis courts. 


Swimming bath. 


Gymnasium. 


Beds for all and room _ for 


camping parties. 


9. Nine days of Conference and a 
grand FINALE! 


CONCERT in aid of the Basque Children. at 
A Langham and the Refugee Fund of the 
War Resisters' International was held by the 
Swanscombe Group recently. 

Although the audience had paid for admission, 
an appeal by Donald Port resulted in an excel- 
lent collection; £5 has been divided between the 
funds of the WRI and of Basque House. The 
Ingress Vale Church was put at the disposal of 
the group, and soloists gave their services. 

The group also held a public meeting at the 
Cooperative Hall, Galley Hill, on Thursday last, 
when the Rev. Leslie Artingstall spoke on the 
work of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. He 
mentioned that FoR groups exist in Germany 
today and that groups meet for mutual dis- 
cussion. Councillor Mrs. Welch, a member of 
the Women's Cooperative Guild who was in the 
chair, urged members of the Guild who were 
present to join the local group. 


Sheffield Dick Sheppard Centre 


"’HE Sheffield Dick Sheppard Centre at 25 

Change Alley is now open on Saturdays 
from 2.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and on Sundays from 
8 pm. On other days it is open from 5.30 p.m. 
to 10.30 p.m. 

The library is also ready and-is only waiting 
for the rush of borrowers and for the gener- 
ously disposed to add to its shelves. 

Members are invited to make use of the centre. 
“It is here,” says the local bulletin, The Pacifist, 
“to sit in, to read in, to work in, to enable us 
to feel more in touch with the pacifist work in 
the city, and to meet and get to know each 
other.” ® 


Novel Tonbridge Scheme 
NDER the guidance of their distribution 
organizer, Mr. R. F. W. Redman, Tonbridge 

group have put into action a scheme that regu- 
larly distributes a pamphlet to every house in 
the town and at the same time collects a monthly 
subscription from every member who is willing 
to give one. 

In collaboration with the Tonbridge Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation they are planning a peace 
week from June 3 to 9. The activities planned 
includes Peace Book Shop; outdoor meeting pre- 
ceded by a poster parade; Canon Morris preach- 
ing on Sunday at two churches and speaking 
at meeting after evening service; FoR meeting on 
the Wednesday; meetings in Tunbridge Wells 
and Sevenoaks; and it is hoped to persuade the 
local theatre to present Idiot's Delight, from June 
5 to 10. 

Volunteers to assist the group, which is small 
in numbers, are asked for in the Notice Board 
this week. 
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Under the Oak Tree 


Back to School 
By THEO WILLS 


| A SCORE of cur Basque children are now 
“™ going to school for the first time in 
nearly three years. In a sense this is a 
mis-statement, because we have had a very 
efficient little school of our own here since 
the children came over. And with its 
blackboard and easel, its “ cast-off” desks 
given by the local education committee, its 
timetables on the wall and the old bronze 
bell in the hall, it has all the notorious 
paraphernalia of a real school. 

In it the children took their first lessons since 
the war began. The invasion of their country 
began during a vacation and most of them did not 
return to school after it. One of our teachers 
carried on with a class which dwindled finally 
to one pupil. And the dangers of going to school 
were such, and the interruptions of the raids so 
frequent that the attempt was given up. 

* e * 


“c 


We have been fortunate here in having a com- 
pletely capable and efficient staff of Spanish 
teachers. Thanks to their adequacy it did not 
for a long time occur to us to seek outside educa- 
tion. It was finally one of the Spanish teachers 
themselves who suggested that it would be excel- 
lent for the Spanish children’s English if they 
could go to the local village school which is only 
a few fields away from our house. 

And after the solving of some preliminary diffi- 
culties, the thing has come to pass. From the 
first the schoolmistress, Miss Varndell, was keen 
on the idea, and this helped much. Moreover, 
there were plenty of vacant places. 

Twenty-two children go and join most of the 
classes. Each Spanish child shares a desk with 
an English child so that the latter can help the 
former. Already the Spanish children have 
written an essay in English on “Schools in Spain,” 
and have impressed the English mistress with the 
progress they have made in our language. 

So the fortunate 22, after nearly three years, 
are going to a “real” school again, with a con- 
sequent all-round brightening of life for Basque 
House. One result is that on open evenings we 
are invaded by a fresh gang of our new English 
school-friends. 

s . * 

This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations. in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union. 
6 Endsleigh Street, London. W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


Summer Propaganda Campaign 


PUBLICITY VAN 
ITINERARY 


TEE PPU Publicity Van will be touring 

the country again this year, according 
to the following itinerary. The groups 
mentioned will be arranging the tour in 
their surrounding districts and would be 
very glad of assistance from neighbouring 
groups. 

Speakers are also badly needed. One 
speaker will be needed to travel with the 
van, in addition to speakers supplied by 
the local groups. 

Speakers are required for periods of at 
least a week at a time if possible. As the 
Van will be used mostly in untouched dis- 
tricts, just a plain “pacifist recruiting 
speech” is all that is needed. Train fares 
will be paid and hospitality found for 
speakers. 

Will anyone who would like to join the 
Van any time between May and September 
as a speaker please let David Spreckley 
know as soon as possible, stating suitable 
dates and period? 

May: 1! and 2, Cheltenham; 3 and 4, Stroud 
and Nailsworth; 5 and 6, Keynsham; 7—10, 
Taunton; 11—20, Devon Region; 21—23, Taunton; 
24, Travelling; 25—30, West Hampshire Region. 

May 31—June 3, Reading Region; June 4—6, 
Oxford; 7—8, Rugby; 9—10, Rushden; 11—16, 
Leicester; 17-~22, Nottingham Region; 23-—-25, 
Sheffield; 26—27, Rotherham; 28—29, Worksop; 
30, Travelling. 

July 1—7, Preston; 8—9, Sedbergh; 10, Travel- 
ling; 11—14, Sunderland; 15-19, Newcastle. 

July 20—August 9, Scotland Area; August 5— 
9. Newcastle; 10, Travelling; 11—24, West York- 
shire Federation; 25, Travelling; 26—31, Lincoln- 
shire Region. 

September 1, Beccles; 2, Bungay; 3—8, Ipswich; 
9—10, Braintree: 11, Travelling; 12—20, South 
Wales; 21, Travelling; 22—24, Liverpool. 

it seed 25—October 10, N.E. Lancs. Feder- 
ation. 
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- Fortheoming: 
Kvents 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


Send. notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2, Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


1 


Today (Friday) 


LONDON, W.1; 7.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas 
Street, Oxford Street; Laurence Housman will 
give a dramatic reading; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
R. H. Ward on “ Non-Violence "; PPU. : 
WILLESDEN; 8 p.m. Harvist Road School, Har- 
vist Road; James Avery Joyce and Rev. Leslie 
Keeble (chairman); PPU. 

STREATHAM; 8 p.m. Streatham Hall, High 
Road; production of The Enemy, by Channing 
Pollock; 20th Century Players. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 


CARDIEF; 2.30 p.m. Wood Street Congregational 
Church; Pacifist convention; James H. Hudson 
(chairman), George Lansbury, Lord Arnold, Mrs. 
Eleanor Barton, Rev. Albert Dring, Rev. Myrddin 
Davies, Rev. R. T. Jones, Rev. Ceulanydd Jones 
and Frank Hancock; Parliamentary Pacifist 
Group. 
UXBRIDGE; 6.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
York Road; Regional social in aid of Basque 
House; PPU. 

ST. ALBANS; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Upper Lattimore Road; combined social; PPU, 
Society of Friends and FoR. 


Sat. & Sun., April 1 & 2 


BATH; Sat., 7.30 p.m.; Sun., 4.30 p.m., 7 p.m. 
Friends’ Meeting House, York Street; weekend 
series of addresses on “Peace, Empire, and 
Democracy”; visit of Laurence Housman; PPU. 


Sunday, April 2 


LONDON, W.1; 3.15 p.m. King’s Weigh House 
Church, Duke Street, Oxford Street; recital by 
exiled Austrian refugees; admission free; collec- 
tion for Jewish refugees. 

NOTTINGHAM; 6.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Friar Lane; Karlin Capper-Johnson on 
“Quakers and the International Situation”; 
Society of Friends. 


Monday, April 3 


PENZANCE; 7.30 p.m. Alverne Hall; Canon 
Stuart Morris and Rev. Wyon on “War or 
Peace?” 

NOTTINGHAM; 7.30 p.m. Frieads’ Meeting 
House, Friar Lane; Laurence Housman on 
“Peace and Empire’; PPU and FoR. 
TAVISTOCK; 7.30 p.m. Wesley Schoolroom; Miss 
Mary Gambpl>. 

TONBRIDGE; 8 p.m. Masonic Buildings, High 
Street; Andrew Stewart on “ National Service ”; 
PPU and FoR. 


Tuesday, April 4 


TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Andrew Stewart and 
Preston Benson; City FPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.2; 6 p.m. Bank Officers’ Guild, 6 
Old Jewry; debate between Andrew Stewart and 
W. H. Townley; meeting open to bank clerks 
only. : 

EXMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. YMCA Hall; Miss Mary 
Gamble. 

ENFIELD; 8.15 p.m Enfield Baptist Church, Cecil 
Road; R. H. Ward on “Non-Violent Resistance: 
an alternative to the method of War”; chairman, 
E. A. Hadleigh; PPU and FoR. 


Wednesday, April 5 


EXETER; 7.30 p.m. YMCA Hall; Miss Mary 
Gamble. 

READING; 8 p.m. Folk House, Church Street; 
Edgar B. Castle on “ Education: A Way to Peace 
or War?” PPU. 

WORTHING; 8 p.m. W. H. Smith’s, South Street; 
N. F. Saunders on “ Pacifism is Practical”; PPU. 
BRIXHAM; 8.15 p.m. Magistrate’s Room, Bolton 
Cross; J. N. Wales and F. Larkworthy on 
“Patriotism and Peace”; PPU. 


Thursday, April 6 


MOTHERWELL, Scotland; 7.30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall, Hope Street; Rev. James Barr, MP, Rev. 
G. H. C. McGregor, and Rev. J. D. MacLean on 
“War-—or Peace?” chairman, Provost Mincher; 
PPU. 

ABERDEEN; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 98 
Crown Street; Mrs. J. Young on “Local Con- 
siderations ”; PPU. 


Thurs. to Mon., April 6 to 10 


BRASTED, near Sevenoaks; Easter Youth Camp; 
particulars from Camp Secretary, Youth House, 
250 Camden Road, London, N.W.1. 


Friday, April 14 


LONDON, S.E.1; 7.45 p.m. Abbey Hotel, West- 
minster Bridge Road; debate: ‘“ War is the only 
means of defence”; proposer, Mervyn Toison 
(Toc H); opposer, Stephen Usherwood (PPU); 
International Friendship League. 


es HOUSE—the residential centre for pro- 
gressive youth. Internationalism and fellow- 


ship in active communal life. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, 17s. 6d. p.w. For particulars apply: 
SeEcRETARY, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 


London, N.W.l, GULliver 5129 


~~ 
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MPs in many constituencies. 
Petition Committee hopes that local organis- 
ations deputations will support and underline 
the national deputation's plea to the Premier 
that any declarations made by Britain and the 
nations which it may consult “should include 
an explicit offer to examine here and now with 
all concerned the possibility of finding the basis 


” PEACE 


What 
dogs 


stand 
for? 


2. OBJEGES 


re is sometimes said that pacifism 
is a mere negation. But though it 
begins with the refusal to take part 
in war, it cannot and does not end 
there. For that reason Aldous Hux- 
ley wrote the first official pamphlet 
of the Peace Pledge Union, What are 
you going to do about it? explaining 
its aims and basis. The policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union arises out of the 
basis of membership, which is the re- 
nunciation of the war method. 


It is recognized that it is not suffi- 
cient merely to say “No” to war. The 
Peace Pledge Union presses for the 
immediate calling of a new world 
conference, at which representatives 
of all nations shall be invited to sit 
round the “family” table on terms of 
absolute equality, in order that their 
needs and grievances can be dis- 
cussed. If we are to avoid war we 
must be prepared to discuss all the 
causes of possible war in a spirit of 
understanding and sympathy. Those 
who “have” must recognize their 
responsibility towards those who 
“have not.” The PPU repudiates the 
war method whether used in self- 
defence, or in support of the Lcugue 
of Nations and collective security or 
in aggression. 

The Peace Pledge Union is, there- 
fore, anxious to include within its 
membership everyone who is ready to 
renounce war and live instead for 
peace. 

The headquarters are at 6, Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 
{ renounce war and [| will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and send 
the card to PPU headquarters. 
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HEALTH AND MEDICAL | 


ASTHMA! Inhale ease with “ Asminhal ”; 
supersedes drugs, smokes, etc. Worst cases 
obtain wonderful relief. Supplied only through 
Chemists. Outfit 15/- (refills 5/-). Inquiries: 
Distributor, Tompsett, 4, Coldean Lane, Brighton, 
6. 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; particularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment. I Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth 
(Letchworth 885). 


| MEETINGS, &c 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. A 
Fellowship Hour, for communion with God and 
each other, is held the third Monday in each 
month, from 6 to 7 p.m., at 17 Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1. 


MUSICAL | 


WE HAVE FIRST-CLASS BANDS available 
for your dances. Holland-Matthews Dance 
Bands, 48 Preston Road, Leytonstone. E11. 
Wanstead 3508. 


| PRINTING ° | 


HANDBILLS from 3s. per 1,000. Attractively 
printed for your next public meeting. Size 74 by 
5. Satisfaction assured. Free delivery. Send for 
particulars and samples. C. F. Ducret, (PPU 
member), Cargreen Road, London, S.E.25. 


TYPEWRITING | 


250 TYPEWRITTEN CIRCULARS, Electric- 
ally Duplicated, return post, 2s. 9d., inclusive.— 
Brown's Typewriting Service Ltd. Brougham 
Street, Burnley. 


WHERE TO STAY 


ARE YOU PLANNING your holidays, or con- 
ference? Send for brochure. Adult School 
Guest House, Manor House, Bewdley, Worcs. 
Phone 101. Free garage. 


National Petition : 


Approaches 


to Opposition Leaders 


THE presentation to the Prime Minister 


of the National Petition for a New 


Peace Conference, reported in last week’s 
Peace News, is being followed by ap- 
proaches to Opposition leaders. 
petition was signed by over a million 
people.) 


(The 


A deputation is to meet Sir Archibald 
Sinclair, leader of the Liberal Opposition, 
at the House of Commons on Monday to 
lay the Petition results before him and to 


discuss the possibility of action along the 
lines of the Petition and memorandum to 
the Premier. 
Attlee, leader of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, will receive the deputation on the 
same day, though this is not yet certain. 


It is also hoped that Mr. 


Plans are being made for local deputations to 
The National 


of a just peace for every nation, and an under- 


taking to make such contributions or sacrifices 


as are necessary to achieve this end.” 
The Petition campaign's special emissary 


to President Roosevelt will be Dr. A. D. 


Easter Youth Conference 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation will hold a 
Youth Conference over the Easter weekend, 
from Thursday evening (April 6) to Tuesday 
morning (April 11), at Kent College, Canter- 
bury. 

The general title for the conference will be 
“The Cross in Modern Life,” and national ser- 
vice and the economic implications of pacifism 
are other important topics to be discussed. 

The speakers will include the Rev. Leslie 
Artingstall, General Secretary of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, Ben Greene, late Parliamen- 
tary Candidate to South West Hull, E. Sewell 
Harris, Secretary of the Watling Community 
Centre, and the Rev. Glyn Lloyd Phelps, Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation Northern Regional 
Secretary. 

The inclusive charge for the weekend will be 
£1 10s. 

Full details and forms of application are ob- 
tainable from the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
17 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.} 


Belden. He sails tomorrow in the “ Queen 
Mary” and hopes to have an opportunity 
of laying the petition before the President 
after Easter. 

A twenty-page printed Petition report is ex- 
pected to be available from the National Peace 
Council (39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1) on 
Tuesday. It will contain the list of 600 promin- 
ent sponsors, text of the Petition, report of the 
national deputation, as well as detailed results 
for several hundred place in all parts of the 
country. It will cost 3d. per copy, postage 1d. 


“ Nothing so terrible” in a Million 
Deaths 


And now I will tell you something else, the 
next war is going to be won or lost by the 
infantry soldier with a rifle in his hand. Yes, 
your Tom and your Harry and it will go on 
for-a very long time because the defensive 
power of modern weapons is greater than the 
offensive. Who can estimate the casualties? 
Well, nobody, but it is difficult to think that we 
shall lose less than a million. There is nothing 
so terrible about that, men are mortal and they 
are going to die anyhow. 

—Lord Castlerosse in Evening Standard, 
March 23. 


each week. Every sincere a 
Peace worker should see 
it. By using the attached 
coupon, you can get the 
"NLL." at the special 
rate of 2s. éd.-for six 


months, post free: 


Special Offer to ““PEACE NEWS” Readers 


Readers of '' Peace News " have become interested in the I.L.P. because 
of its stand against War, Rearmament and the National Register. 
The '' New Leader,’ organ of the I.L.P., vigorously voices these views 


Name 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For nappy holl- 
day or restful recuperation Increased accom- 
modation Central heating throughout; hn. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences 
A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars. Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44 Station, 
Ambergate (L.MS) 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). Under the personal supervi- 
sion of James C. Thomson. Particulars from the 
Secratary, Kingston, Edinburgh, 9. 


PRIVETT COTTAGE, Cowbeech, Hailsham. 
Ideal for cycling or walking. Quiet garden. 
Eastbourne bus passes door. Sea 7 miles. From 
30s. Warner. 


Training for a New Life 


While plans for emigration are being 
made by the British Committee for 
Refugees from Czecho-Slovakia, a certain 
amount of training is provided for the 
refugees under its care. 

Classes in English are arransed for all group 
of refugees, and at two centres, Dollarbeg anc 
Barry, instruction is given in certain handicrafts 

Twelve of the men living near Dorking work 
every morning on Hurtwood Common, clearing 
the land. This work is of an uneconomic kind 
which would not be carried out in normal cir- 
cumstances. Similar work is being done by a 
small group of men near Horshan.. It is valuable 
in keeping men fit and in giving them some train- 
ing for the future. A further nine men in this 
group are undergoing agricultural training of 
various kinds in the district. - 

A certain number of girls are having domestic 
training under the YWCA in Seaford and under 
the auspices of the Oxford Refugee Committec. 
Some of the older boys are receiving technical 
training in London and Birmingham. Children 
have been placed in schools in different parts of 
the country, and at Albury and a small school 
with eight pupils has been started and is partly 
run by the refugees themselves. 


Amnesty Plea for Bulgarian 
Prisoners 


Numbers of Bulgarian political prisoners 
lie in gaol without hope of release. Recently 
an appeal was addressed by wives and 
mothers to the responsible ministry, point- 
ing cut that these prisoners were not guilty 
of common crime and urging that since the 
political conditions that gave rise to their 
political acts and to their imprisonment 
had passed away, amnesty would be right 
and would show that Bulgaria had entered 
on the way of justice and toleration. 
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HITLER 


by Wilfred Wellock 
(Continued from page 1) 


In France and Britain the clamour for 
such an alliance has been feverishly 
fostered by the anti-appeasement elements 
of the Left, and has succeeded sufficiently 
to force Daladier and Chamberlain out of 
their appeasement policy into an accept- 
ance of collective security, to the great 
delight of the Left. 


Causes Ignored 


It is, however, interesting and important 
to note that in this new situation, not one 
of the elements within the ranks of the 
left, including the Liberals, has uttered a 
single word on behalf of real appeasement, 
a superhuman effort to get down to the 
root causes of the trouble and to move in 
the direction of a complete reorganization 
of the world’s resources. 

Mr. Chamberlain, on the other hand, 
while being driven from every direction 
into collective security, has modified his 
conversion by expressions of deep regret at 
the course Germany has taken, and of 
recognition of the reasonableness of Ger- 
many’s claim to an expansion of trade in 
Central and South-Eastern Europe—albeit, 
of course, that his motives are such as I 
have above indicated. 

At the same time, nothing that Mr. Cham- 
berlain has said reveals any intention on his 
part to get down to the cause of Germany’s 
aggression, or a realization of the fact that 
the building up of a powerful German 
Empire in Central Europe is Hitler’s reply 
to the monopolistic empires of Britain, 
France and USA, and is inevitable if 
rmhonopolistic empires be accepted at all. 
Hitler’s aim is to secure that guarantee of 
self-sufficiency in food and raw materials 
that is possessed by the imperialist Powers, 
which is so supremely necessary in an age 
of power politics. 


Economic War 

Mr. Chamberlain would appear to believe 
that Germany can expand in Central 
Europe while at the same time Britain and 
France can strengthen their economic hold 
on that area. Hence an economic war is in 
progress. Terms of trade peace have been 
proposed, but Germany evidently demands 
monopoly since monopoly stands arrayed 
against her. 

On the *sther hand, it is difficult to see 
how Britain can carry on an economic war 
with Germany in Central Europe, and at 
the same time remain faithful to her com- 
mitments with, say, her Empire, with the 
Argentine, with Denmark, &c. 

What, then is to happen? What I think 
will happen is that Hitler wil! trim his sails 
to the wind, slacken the tempo of aggres- 
sion to suit the changed situation. There 
will be rather less swooping down upon the 
victims of his policy, or at any rate until 
the latter have reached exhaustion point. 
He will bear down his victims by irre- 
sistible economic pressure, until they plead 
to be taken over him him. 

The new “trade” Treaty with Rumania 
reveals the true situation, and in face of 
such treaties Britain and France are help- 
less. Germany’s financial and economic 
plight is notorious, but then so is that of 
many other countries, while the Nazi dicta- 
torship is able to enforce domestic measures 
which would be impossible in the demo- 
cratic countries. 


Only Salvation 

The difficult post-War era has placed toc 
great burdens on the small countries of the 
Danubian basin and the Balkan Peninsula 
to enable them to resist the big Powers, 
especially if the latter happen to be in 
desperation, as are Germany and Italy 
today. Moreover, these Powers must care- 
fully weigh up the alternatives. They lie 
between two great dictatorship Powers, 
Germany and Russia; and Russia has now 
at last been brought into the collective 
security system of Britain and France. 

But of the two dictatorships, Germany 
and Russia, most of the little States in 
question would prefer the former. So that 
neither Western collective security nor a 
Western trade war against Germany is 
likely to succeed in the long run. 

In the meantime the National Govern- 
ment will take advantage of the anti-fascist 
hysteria of the Left to pile up still more 
arms and bring the nation more and more 
completely within the grip of the war 
machine, while the Powers altogether move 
steadily toward universal bankruptcy, col- 
lapse and revolution, or universal war. 

Yet the voice of reason must prevail if 
the world is to be saved. The more 
desperate the situation the more courage- 
ously must the Peace Pledge Union pro- 
claim the gospel of world cooperation and 
world sharing. 
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Boycott Would Drive Hitler 


Toward War :: 


Where 


Power-Polities Are Leading 


T was satisfactory to learn from a state- 

ment by the Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs in Parliament on Monday, that the 
Government, even if it has been pushed 
into the adoption of a policy of so-called 
“collective security,” had not considered 
the possibility of an economic boycott of 
Germany. 


Such a boycott would have precisely the 
same effect as the post-War blockade of 
Germany, which sowed the seeds of so 
much hatred. The reason was admirably 
put by Mr. Somerset Maxwell, MP, in a 
letter in The Times on Saturday. Whatever 
we do, he pleaded, “do not let us be so 
foolish as to make an attempt to deprive 
the German people of their means of 
existence. 


“To adopt the suggestion,” he continued, 
“that we should organize an embargo on 
German goods would make war almost in- 
evitable ...I£ we are determined to act 
against further aggression peace depends 
on that aggression not taking place. In 
these circumstances it is surely unwise to 
drive Germany into a corner and virtually 
remove from her any alternative to war.” 


World Effort Needed 


"THAT tendency would be reinforced by 
a factor which Mr. Maxwell did not 
mention—the psychological effect on the 
German people of the hypocrisy of such 
action as a boycott of Germany, because 
of her “expansion” methods, by Britain. 


While the crisis has prevented the fol- 
lowing up of the Anglo-German trade dis- 
cussion, it has lent special significance to 
the trade talks which Mr, R. S. Hudson, 
Secretary for Overseas Trade, has had in 
Moscow. The latter have resulted in a 
decision to start negotiations for a new 
Anglo-Soviet Trade Agreement. 


The economic problem which underlies 
the crisis, however, is not one that can be 
really solved by agreements between any 
two or three nations. It calls for a deter- 
mined world-wide effort to root out griev- 
ances which lead to international tension. 


Conscription Campaign 


TF ED by certain men who, by their 

positions as Members of Parliament 
and controllers of the press, give the im- 
pression of representing large sections of 
the country while themselves being safe 
enough from the application of the thing 
they would force on others, a small but 
vociferous and powerful group of people 
has renewed and intensified their efforts to 
force compulsory service for war on the 
country. 


Yet the comparatively few who can 
secure a hearing against such a decision 
have included one or two whose expert 
knowledge of this country’s military 
measures gives their warnings a significance 
that should far outweigh that of the most 
sincere, but merely propaganda-directed 
claims. 


The arguments, for instance, of men like 
Captain B. H. Liddell-Hart (Military 
Correspondent of The Times) would have 
the weakness of inconsistency, coming from 
men who support military preparedness, 
were they not based on the most severely 
practical ground that conscription would 
actually have an adverse effect on such 
preparedness, 


Moreover the two ministers concerned, 
Sir John Anderson himself and Mr. Ernest 
Brown, are themselves reported to be op- 
posed to compulsion, and it is emphasized 
even in the opposition press that there is 
no division in the Cabinet. 


Labour’s Attitude 


ON the other hand, though these practical 

arguments would presumably hold 
good also in time of war it is generally 
assumed that that event would auto- 
matically bring conscription, and such an 


admission certainly strengthens the 
clamour for it now. But there are other 
objections than those of military im- 
practicability. They include the fact of 
Mr. Chamberlain’s pledge that this Govern- 
ment would not introduce conscription in 
peace-time and what might be broadly 
termed the democratic opposition to con- 
scription that exists in the country in 
varying degree of intensity. 

The former could be overcome by a 
general election, and it may be that Mr. 
Chamberlain had some such thought in 
mind when he expressed the view recently 
that the next election “will probably be 
one of the most vital elections in the his- 
tory of the country.” 


Whether the “democratic opposition” 
would be able to express itself effectively 
in such an event would depend less upon 
its own strength than upon the presence in 
the field of candidates who could be 
trusted to oppose conscription. At present 
it is still not certain whether the Labour 
movement would provide them. 


Already it is giving too much cooperation 
in the Government’s war measures, and 
there is an uncomfortable feeling that it 
is only a doubt about the Government’s 
foreign policy that keeps it back from 
the fullest support. 


Daladier’s Fateful Move 


AFTER the French Cabinet meeting on 

Wednesday it was fully expected that 
the Premier, M. Daladier, would announce 
to the nation his intention to negotiate 
with Italy over the latter’s claim. 


The counsellors against such a course 
have argued that in view of Italy’s 
denunciation of the 1935 Agreement it puts 
France in the postion of asking for some- 
thing. Considering, however, that in 1881 
France obtained Tunisia (now one of the 
objects of Italian claims) by precisely the 
same method as Hitler annexed Czecho- 
Slovakia, an air of injured innocence and 
refusal to discuss claims cannot be justified. 


It is also asked by the French opponents 
of negotiation what the value is of verbal 
assurances from the Duce, if these prove to 
be the only return for any concessions 
made to him. The answer, of course, is 
that the Duce’s assurances are of as much 
value as those of any ruler or government 
which acts in accordance with the princi- 
ples of power politics. With practically 
every nation putting its own interest above 
everything, including the fulfilment of in- 
convenient pledges, nothing more can be 
expected. 


The French Government, however, has 
realistically decided to give Mussolini an 
opportunity of proving the existence of 
his professed desire for peace and concili- 
ation. 


One reason was undoubtedly an article 
in an Italian newspaper declaring that 
until Italy’s rights are satisfied “she will 
not join any international system devoted 
to the defence of peace, for she would re- 
gard any such plan as inconsistent and 
insincere.” Although this is no guarantee 
that when those rights are satisfied the 
Duce will be willing to join such an “inter- 


national system,” the French Government 
doubtless believed that (as a letter in the 
Daily Telegraph put it on Saturday) to 
throw Italy “into the arms of Hitler, in 
her present mood, is to double the likeli- 
hood of a European war this summer.” 

It is for this reason that the French 
decision has been described as a fateful 
one. 


While it is not clear whether territorial 
concessions will be demanded, it-is likely 
that a change will be sought by Italy in 
the present arrangements for the control 
of the Suez Canal. There is a precedent 
for this in the case of Holland which, in 
1884, was given a representative on the 
board of the Canal as the third largest 
user of the waterway. 

The clamour for conscription in our own 
country is, incidentally, being followed 
with great interest in France. Infliential 
French quarters apparently expect every 
Englishman to do his duty—and to be con- 
scripted to provide a large army for duty 
on the Continent. 


Poland— 
Another Symptom 


HE position of Poland is yet another 

symptom of the world’s sickness. It 

was only to be expected that Hitler would 

not be satisfied with the acquisition of 

Czecho-Slovakia and Memel if he con- 

sidered that more conquests could be made 
in the same manner. 

Nations whose own diplomacy is of the 
power-politics variety have no moral 
ground for complaint if Hitler carries 
power-politics to their logical conclusion 
and “gets away with it.” If a “front” 
against aggression does come into being, 
even should it restrain Germany for the 
time being it will have little merit unless 
it can open negotiations for an all-round 
settlement to mark the end of power 
politics. 

As an instance of the present cynical 
method of conducting affairs, it may be 
remarked that Poland, which has for years 
been on bad terms with Lithuania, 
developed most cordial relations with that 
State when the German threat became 
imminent. 


Spanish Tragedy 


T is doubtful if even the fall of Madrid 
marks the real end of the fighting in 
Spain, for there remains a large area not 
yet entered by General Franco’s troops. 
Even when the inevitable “mopping up” 
has taken place the curtain will not have 
rung down on the Spanish tragedy. For 
the passions engendered by the war, pro- 
tracted as it was by pride and obstinacy, 
will leave their mark for a long time to 
come on the internal affairs of Spain. 


The war itself has extinguished what 
hopes there were of a better Spain arising, 
and has reduced that country to a pawn in 
the moves of other Powers. The fate that 
has overtaken the Republican cause is a 
warning against the method of war to all 
those who sympathized with the anti-fascist 
forces in Spain. 
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